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P. R E F ACK. 


| theſe days of elegant. reſinement, 
- when the ſucceſsful attempts of the 
Noveliſt are attended with the ſubſtan- 
tial rewards of profit and praiſe, it 
becomes not the inclination, but the 


duty of the writer, to diſſeminate prin- 
eiples, which may promote the love 
and admiration of virtue ; the abhor- 
' pence and deteſtation of vice in the bo 
fom of the reader. The faſhionable 
part of the wor find little leiſure for 
more ſerious purſuits than the agree 
able fictions. the Noveliſt. yields them. 
The General- the Admiral the Bi 
thop, and the Judge, deyote their hours: 
of relaxation to Cicilia, to Ethelinda,, 
5 K and: 


— 


PREFACE, 
and the Romance of the Foreſt, with 
ſeveral others of like eſtimation.” The 
fond parent no longer heſitates about 
his daughter” s reading our modern pro- 
ductions, for tho? the ſtory may often 
be ill conceived, yet it is certain to 
convey an excellent moral; diſbobe- 


dience is always ſecure of meeting its 


- puniſhment, even here, and ſuffering 


virtue is aſſured of a compenſation for 
and happy termination of her ſorrows. 
I thould prepoſſeſs my readers with a 
truth, which will lead them through 
theſe pages with a larger portion of 
pleaſure than would otherwiſe fall to 
their ſhare, by aſſuring them that 
Louiſa Mathews, though a  fi@itious 


name, is a Teal character, I know 


many 
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PREFACE, | 

many people” are well acquainted 
with the principal part of her ſtory; 
but of her innate virtues, the world is 
ſtill ignorant. Criminal ſhoutd I think 
myſelf to withhold her perfect example 
from the young, the gay, and unin- 
ſtructed part of my ſex, when I am 
perſuaded it will lead even the thought- 
leſs to perceive that integrity of heart, 
—juſtneſs of action, —unrepining ſub- 
miſſion, — mental exertions to bear. up 
under unmerited perſecutions, and a 
firm unſhaken reliance on God, will 
bu that peace, © which paſſerh all 
underſtanding.” Be aſſured; my reader, 
that if your mind is free from the cor- 


.rofive poiſon of ſelf-reproach, you are 
an enviable being, altho' afflicted with 
| pecuniary 
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pecuniary diſtreſſes. Self- condemna- 


tion renders every external advantage 
of fortune, beauty, elevated ſituation, 
and admiration, — taſte leſs and inſipid. 
However, we may diſguiſe it to the 
world, with affecting chearfulneſs and 
ſatisfaction, we cannot deceive our- 
ſelves. 53 | 
My friends, I place this work in your 
hands, in the earneſt hope that it may 
afford you ſome little portion of that 
pleaſure on peruſal, that I have had in 


; writing it. According to the reception 
you give it, my hours may be employed 


by my pen, or on leſs attractive pur. 
fuits. 


. 


NINE ' LOUISA; 


A 


LOUISA MATHEWS. 


"CHAP 1 
 OUISA MATHEWS was the 
daughter of a clergyman, who: 

was born to an exceeding good family 


eſtate, which was wholly loſt in the 


Rebellion, at a time when his ſon was 


juſt entering upon life in a manner that 


promiſed him ſucceſs in the law, 


which profeſſion he was originally de- 

ſigned for. His {talents were of that 
brilliant caſt ſo peculiarly requiſite: in 
Vor. I. B ms 


10 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
this walk; and he had anticipated, with 
exultation, that hour when he ſhould 
firſt give his friends a ſpecimen of his 
knowledge in the laws of his country : 
but, juſt as the bloſſom of this hope 
was ripening into fruit, the father's at- 
tachraent to the Pretender involved 
him and his family in the general ruin 
attending the cauſe, The old man's 
reflections, after a while, deprived. him 
of his ſenſes; and his ſon, blighted by 
the keen blaſt, withered 1n ſolitude and 
- obſcurity. His uncle, a moſt rigid 
preſbyterian, received him, however, 
under his roof: and, telling him his de- 
termination not to conſider a nephew 
of his wife's as his heir, unleſe he 
gave up all thoughts of the law, and 

| entered 


LOUISA MATHEWS. II 


entered into the church, he acquieſced 


with the propoſal; being ſo truly diſ- 
pirited, from the cruel change in his 


proſpects, that life was almoſt indifferent 
to him. | 

The parſimony of his uncle, how- 
ever, deprived him of the advantages 


he might have obtained from a reſi- 


dence at one of the Univerſities. As 
ſoon as he had taken his. Maſter of 
Arts degree, he was ſummoned by 
his relation into the north ; where he 
remained ſeveral years, at his. uncle's 
command, to do duty at the kirk. 
Afflicted with broken ſpirits, and a 
ſhattered conſtitution, from the diſ- 
appointments he had encountered at 
ſo Early z period, he made no oppo- 

| B 2 | ſition. 


$ 


I2 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
Grion whatever; but, negle&ful of his 
future proſpects, yielded himſelf up 


to a liſtleſs deſpair, on appeared to 


be habitual to him. 

The death of his ack; and bequeſt 
of his property, which was above me- 
diocrity, to the nephew of his wife, 


occaſioned this injured young man to 


travel to London, and to try to obtain 


a decent ſupport from performing oc- 


caſional duty at various churches: 
this endeavour was attended with 
ſucceſs; and his ſpirits gradually be- 
came better, from the employment 
theſe purſuits neceſfari y, occaſioned him, 


In this manner did he paſs his life, 
till he reached his thirty-ſixth year: 


_ when, preaching at St, James's, Clerken- 


well, 


Lovis MATHEWS, 
well, for the clergyman, who was ſud- 
denly taken ill, he made ſuch an im- 
preſſion upon a handſome young widow, 
that ſhe enquired his name; and, learn- | 
ing that it was the ſame as her maiden 
one, ſhe concluded it might be her cou- 
fin, who had reſided fo many years with 
her father in the north, when ſhe was 
with her huſband 1 in the Weſt Indies. 
She deſired a lady who was with her to 
enter the vellry, and enquire whether 
the preacher was nephew to the Re- 
verend Mr. Mathews, of Kinlock Glen; 
if he was, to bring him to the carriage, 
in which ſhe would om at the church- 
door. As he proved to be the identical 
couſin ſhe had heard ſo much about 
from her father's letters, ſhe felt a de. 
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34 LOUISA MATHEWS. 


gree of pleaſure in ſhewing him ſome! 


attentions, ſince her parent had behaved 
ſo ungenerouſly to him; in deceiving — 
with falſe hopes of poſieſling his for- 
tune. 

Mr. Mathews was grateful to Pro- 
vidence for an event which had created 
an intereſt for him in the breaſt of a 
beautiful widow of five and twenty, 
with a jointure of twelve hundred a 
year: in ſhort, the loſt animation re- 
turned. If he was charmed with his 
newly-diſcovered coulin, ſhe was not 


leſs ſo with him. The natural con- 


nexion authorized frequent viſits; and. 


as Mrs. Proby pitied him for his ſuf- 


ferings, without diſguiſe, he was led to 
tell her, ſhe could more than re- 


compence 
\ 


5 L£Oouiga MATHEWS, 1 6 
compence any worldly misfortune by 
becoming his wife. She acknowledged, 
that ſne had deſignedly ſpoken plain, as 


ſhe perceived his unprovided/ ſituation 
made him injure her with doubts of. 
what her reply might be: and, after ſix 
months courtſhip, which was the fif- 
teenth of her widowhood, ſhe became 
his wife. What an atonement was 
this amiable womari to her huſband, 
for all the malice fortune had exer- 
ciſed againſt him! They really aſked 
not a new bleſſing. Mrs. Mathews had 
never had any family; and, poſſeſſing 
only a jointure, which died with her, 
ſhe did not wiſh for children ſhe could 
not provide for, Ten years rolled over 
their heads, with an inexpreſſible 


RB ſwifineſs, 
8 | 


on 


- 
__ 
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ſwiftneſs, becauſe they were as ami- 
able as happy, when Mrs, Mathews 
promiſed to increaſe her family: an 
event which, when it did come, was 
attended in idea with extreme pleaſure, 
but in reality with exceſs of pain; for 
the birth of the infant Louiſa proved 
the death of her ineſtimable mother. 
The inconſolable huſband, rendered 


unable, through g grief, to attend to the 


purſuits he had formerly followed, 
yielded himſelf up to an unavailing 
ſortow; which not only deſtroyed his 
health, but diſſipated the little treaſure 
be had amaſſed from his wife's annual 
income. | | 

At length, he began to perceive the 
pernicious effects of this fatal indulgence; 


and, 


* Lovisa MATHEWS. H 17 
and, reflecting on the forlorn and un- 


provided ſituation of his dear little girl, 


he rouzed himſelf from the lethargic 


ſupineneſs which had ſo truly engroſ- 


ſed him, and reſolved to ſeek after 


immediate preferment, without loſs of 
time; which he flattered himſelf would 
be no di fñicult thing to obtain, ſince 
the ſtile he had lived in had. brought 


many dignitaries in the church, and 


people Who had great intereſt alſo with 


them, to be conſtant frequenters of his 


excellent table. With theſe hopes did 


he ſuffer three years more to paſs. over 


his head, before he diſcovered that 


the promiſes of great people are unſub- EN 


ſtantia), airy nothing ! 
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CHAP. II. 


RULY mortifying as this con- 
viction was, he was under the ne- 
ceſſity of humbling himſelf farther, by 
becoming the tutor of a young gentle- 
man, a minor Baronet, of amiable diſ- 


poſition; whoſe mother was the intimate 


friend of his loved wife, and godmo- 


ther to Louiſa. But after a wretched 
ſervitude, I may call it, for five years, 
with a purſe-proud, unfeeling woman, 
he was diſcharged at a moment's warn- 
_ 

Upon his entering oh this ſituation, 
he had conſigned the care of his infant 
daughter to a very worthy woman, 


who 


LOUISA MATHEWS. 19 


who had formerly been governeſs to 


ſeveral young women of faſhion. III 
health obliged her to give up the taſk, 
and to live entirely in the country, upon 
2 little annuity ſhe had purchaſed with 
the produce of her labours. A more 
advantageous place for this child to be 
placed at was impoſſible. Mrs. Good- 
ricke was about forty, of very elegant 
manners, and extremely accompliſhed 
from her former ſituation in life; 
which acquirements were imparted to 
Louiſa Mathews, with all the zeal that 
friendſhip for her mother, and com- 
miſeration for her father, could inſpire. 

So thoroughly ſatisfied was Mr. 


| Mathews with the manner in which | 


he had placed out his child, that it 
1 atoned 


20 LOUISA - MATHEWS, 
atoned in bis. mind for the ſeverities 
of fortune to himſelf: he was convinced 
that the education Mrs. Goodricke 
could give her, would be a future pro- 
viſion, if he was unable to lay by any 
thing for her; and he ſaw, that nature 
had been kind in beſtowing z perſon 
capable of making a favourable impreſ- 
ſion upon thoſe who might in future be- 
come her friends. © A little,” ſaid he, 
« js enough to procure a good heart 
contentment. It depends upon our- 
ſelves to be happy in a great meaſure ; 
and, if Louiſa is not ſo with a compe- 
tence, ſhe will not be ſo with afflu- 
ence.” His plan was, to ſave up ſuffi- 
cient to place her as partner in a ladies 
boarding-ſchool, provided he could 
5 | li ve 
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LOVISA MATH EWS. 21 
live under the ſame roof. But, at her 
early years, no ſtep ſeemed deciſive 
with him, except that of immediately 
procuring himſelf employment, to ob- 
tain a proviſion for himſelf, and a little 
hoard for the beloved child of an almoſt 
adored wife, whom he yet lamented 
with a grief ſcarcely leſs poignant . 
"than at the moment when the mis- 
fortune happened to him. 

Alfter advertiſing for ſome weeks, for 
the place of tutor to one or two gen- 
tlemen, he obtained a very deſirable 
Htustion, in| the family of Mr. Mon- 
tague, as governor of his ſons. A 
very little time convinced him, that he 
Was peculiarly fortunate in having 
procured this office; as a more eſti- 
mable character, in every relative ſitua- 
; tion 


22 LOUISA MATHEWS. 

tion of life, never exiſted. This ren- 
dered Mr. Montague beloved and eſ- 
teemed by the world, and almoſt idol- 
ized by his children and domeſtics: 
his penetration ſoon led him to diſcover 
the intrinſic worth of Mr. Mathews, 
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and to put forth every encouragement 
in his power to beſtow. That his ſons 
might reap the advantages ariſing from 


the inſtruction a mind at eaſe can com- 


municate, every attention and reſpect 


was paid to the tutor by himſelf, and 
conſequently by the whole family. 
This handſome, liberal, and generous 
method of conduct in Mr. Montague, 
was repaid by the warm zeal and de- 
votion with which Mr. Mathews diſ- 
charged his truſt, The two boys made 


an 


LOUISA MATHEWS, 23 
an aſtoniſhing progreſs in their ſtudies; 
and the three young ladies learned, 
from the ſame indefatigable inſtructor, 


French, Italian, Geography, and ſe- 
veral other valuable additions to edu- 


cation. His manners were ſo prepoſ- 
ſeſſing, that every body felt an inclina- 


tion to oblige him; and therefore it is 
almoſt unneceſſary to add, that he 
really enjoyed his exiſtence in a man- 
ner he had not done ſince the death of 
his wife, | , 
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1 ">. 


CHAP. III. 


HE two young men were of 


L, very different diſpoſitions, though 
_ equally quick and promiſing in the 


purſuit of their ſtudies. George was 
of a moſt ſanguine turn: every thing he 
wiſhed to accompliſh, he imagined was 
already Hected, and conſequently he cre- 
ated himſelf many diſappointments; bur, 
when theſe diſappointments did arrive, he 
bore them with all the fortitude of the 


He was courageous, 


Juſt, generous, and ſincere, on every 


occaſion: from his childhood, incapable 


of art, whatever advantage might ariſe 


from it; ardent in his friendſhips; and 


diſintereſted ; 


{ 


,LOVISA MATHEWS, 25 


diſintereſted; in his nature, dutiful and 


affectionate, William was bold, fiery, 


and impatientin histemper, with a great 


ſhare of good nature; precipitate and 


irreſolute in all his enn un- 


ſettled in his principles, the beſt reſolu- 
tions in the world gave way to the 


moſt inſignificant temptations; artful, 


where his intereſt Was concerned; cloſe 


and reſerved in his friendſhips; with 
one fatal propenſity inherent in his 


nature, a love of gaming. A top, A 
pair of buckles, or gloves, were ſure of 


| being immediately riſqued by the toſs 


up of a halfpenny, or cut of a card; the 
premature ſkip of a flea from his wriſt, 
before his grandfather's gold repeater 
ſtruck fix, loſt him a watch he had 

L only 


26 LOUISA MATHEWS, 


only poſſeſſed for a week ; and, after 


undergoing ſome puniſhment and -dif- 
grace, he loſt the ſeals to a young 
friend, with whom he betted, that a 
ſpider, which he had fatted for the 
whole month, ſhould run a race with 
any other his opponent would ſtart. 
Repetitions of theſe follies, made 
Mr, Montague very uneaſy, and always 
anxious upon William's account, who 
conſtantly profeſſed forrow for the paft 
tranſgreſſion, and promiſed an obſery- 
ance of his father's conſmands in fu. 


ture. But, during three years reſi- 


dence at Oxford, Mr. Mathews diſco- 
vered the improbability of breaking 
him of this pernicious vice. At twenty- 
one, Mr. Montague imagined his eldeſt 


{on 
\ 
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LOUISA MATHEWS. 27 
ſon capable of reaping much informa- 
tien from travelling with ſuch an 
obſerving guide as Mr. Mathews; ſince 
g a very recent folly of William's made 
che father anxious to break a con- 
nexion which he had formed with a 
| very artful and deſigning ſet of young 
wen, who found that his father ſupplied | 
F him liberally for his amuſements ; and, 
| notwithſtanding his declaration that he 
YZ would not diſch arge any gaming 
| debts, had actually twice cleared thoſe 
"Il | | (cores of honour, to a very large | 

amount, for his ſon. | 


ns | 
1 Upon the diſcovery of this unpro- 
"OA miſing connexion, he wrote to his ſons, 
iy and their tutor, to take leave of the 


Jeſt IUniverſity, and prepare themſelyes for 
for. N the 


7 


28 | LOUISA MATHEVS, 3 
the grand tour they had ſo often ex- 4 
preſſed the hope of taking ; and, wiſh- 


ing that no time ſhould be loſt between 
their knowledge of his intention and 
the accompliſhment of it, he deſired 
them to come to town as ſoon as they 


could effect it, =_ 

George and William received ex- I 
treme ſatisfaction from the likelihood : 
of putting their favourite ſcheme in Þ 
execution: and the former was as much f 
elated with the idea that Mathews, who 


had already been abroad, was to ac- } 


company them, as William was morti- | 
fied; for he had made an acquaintance 
with a young clergyman at Oxford, | 
who was very anxious to ſupply Mr. | 
Mathews's place upon this expedition. 
William | 


viſh- 7 
veen ; | 
-and 
fired | 
they 


ex- 
hood ; 
ie in | 
nuch | 
who f 
ac- | 
10rti-= | 
tance | 
cford, 
Mr. 
lition. 
illiam | 


LOUISA MATHEWS, 29 


William had hoped that old Mathews 


would prefer England to any other 
ſiruation, as he had often heard him 
ſpeak of a daughter with extreme af- 
fection, who had never been ſeen by 
any of the Montague family: but the 
pleaſure his tutor expreſſed on the 
ſubject of their future deſtination, 
daſhed all the hopes he had formed 
of bein g more at liberty. 

When the trio arrived in Caven- 


diſh Square, Mr. Mathews found a 
letter, which had lain there for him- 


fome days, from Mrs. Goodricke, who 
had the care of his daughter; acquaint- 
ing him with her thorough perſuaſion 
that ſhe ſhould not long ſurvive a 
ſecond paralytic ſtroke, which had 
| quite 
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30 LOUISA MATHEWS, 

quite deprived her of the uſe of her 
left-arm; and adviſing him, by all 
means, to remove his lovely daughter, 
and place her in a proper ſituation ; as 
his doing ſo, would make her mind 


- eaſy on the dear child's account, and 


preſerve her from witneſſing ſcenes 
painful to her ſenſibility, and perform- 
ing mouroful offices which would ef- 
fectually depreſs her ſpirits. Mathews 


concealed this letter from Mr. Montague 
for that day; but, on the morrow, he 


diſcloſed it's contents to him, and la- 


mented that this new unforſeen circum- 


ſtance would compel him to remain in 
England, as his daughter's youth, and 
required his 


perſonal protection. He joined with 


Mr. 


3 
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LOUISA MATHEWS. 31 


Mr. Montague very ſincerely in la- 


menting the diſappointment they alike 


received, 

The old man had all along indulged 
the idea, that, whenever his ſons did 
travel, Mr. Mathews would. attend 
them; and therefote he received ex- 
ceſſive mortification at this recent 
change in his plan. After à little 
previous ſilence, he propoſed to Mr. 
Mathews: to place out his daughter, as 


a half-boarder, at ſome reſpectable 


ſchool, where ſhe would be well taken 
care of for a trifling ſum; and, as two 
or three years at fartheſt would Jepa- 


rate him from her, ſhe. would: poſſibly 
make ſuch a progreſs in her education, 


(which he imagined, from her preſent 
ſituation, 


32 LOUISA MATHEWS. 


ſituation, had not been much improved) 


as to be able to take a part in a ſchool 


herſelf at ſome-future period. 
I ſhould have been, Sir,” ſaid 


Mathews, rather abruptly, © very defi- 


cient in my duty as a father, if 1 had 


neglected the moſt material care a pa- 


rent can beſtow upon a child. 7 Lovifa 
has not been neglected, ec ſhe 


has been ſecluded.” 


« For God's ſake,” replied Mr, 
Montague, let us deviſe ſomething to 
obviate- the preſent difficulty. I cannot 
expreſs the mortification J ſhall feel at 


your deſertion of my ſons, at ſo in- 


tereſting a period. I ſhould never have 
planned this ſcheme, but from the idea 
that you would /accompany them. 


William 
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William requires the rein to be held 


rather tightly: you have great weight 
with him; but he would go to wreck 


and ruin if a young man, of little 
more experience than himſelf, was ſet 
over his head. Come, come, we muſt 
not, at our days, Mathews, ſuffer a girl 
to make a difference between us.“ 

« Not a difference, I truſt,” he re- 


plied; ce but, I fear, an unavoidable 


ſeparation, which I regret the neceſſity 


of. Be aſſured, dear Sir, the diſappoint- 


ment to me is equally ſevere.” —* You 
pleaſe me, my friend,” ſaid Mon- 
tague. Hear my propoſition, Mr. 
Mathews: if you will Abe; your daugh- 
ter at a boarding- ſchool, in order to train 
her up for the conduct of ſuch an un- 

Vol. I. C dͥertaking 
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dertaking herſelf, I will willingly con- 
tribute fifteen or twenty pounds a year 
for this purpoſe, as the earneſt of 
my promiſe to lend her five hundred 
pounds, without @ Bond, the inſtant 
you think her capable of ſetting 
forward upon her own account—let 
her pay me when ſhe is rich.” 


cc am at a loſs,” replied Mr. Ma- 


thews, how to thank you, Sir, for 


your benevolent offer, or yet to give 
you my anſwer to it. As you are the 
father of three charming young women 
yourſelf, you will be able to enter into 


. my feelings. You already know that 


I have a daughter, but you are ig- 

norant of any thing relative to her, 

She is, without parental partiality, 
$ 

the 
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the moſt lovely creature your fancy can 
form. Too well acquainted with the 
dangers attending beauty, I have hi 
therto ſecluded her, in a very ſmall vil- 
lage, with a clergyman's widow, who 
was in early life governeſs to ſeveral 
young women of faſhion; ſo that her 
manners and inſtruction have been be- 
ſtowed on my child with the three 
and twenty guineas I annually paid 
her. I dare not place her in other 
hands, without my own ſuperintending 
care. 1 believe ſhe is all that my 
fondeſt wiſhes could deſire; but, ar 


eighteen, without a knowledge of the 
world, I ſhould dread left her very 


virtues might lead her into errors. 


There are, doubtleſs, many worthy wo- 
C2 men 
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men who have the care of boarding- 
ſchools ; but, unfortunately, I am not | 
acquainted with them, and I dare not 
make the experiment.” 

« Tf. that is your only difficulty,” 
ſaid Montague, © I will remove it; for 
I know a moſt ineſtimable woman who 
keeps a great ſchool, and I am certain 
will receive her as a half-boarder.— 
Surely, Mathews, you might club ano- 
ther twenty pounds; for I will give 
that ſum, and place her as parlour 
boarder. 

« True, Sir; but it is not the ſum 
which would diſtreſs me, but the fitua- 
tion. Let me repeat, that ſhe is exqui- 
ſitely beautiful: as a half- boarder, ſhe 
would have ſome unpleaſant offices to 


perform ; 


e | 


wo 
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| perform ; as a parlour boarder, ſhe 


would not only have the ſociety of the 
miſtreſs, but alſo of all the miſtreſs's 


friends. Among theſe, there may be 


ſome one to admire Louiſa, who may 


have a ſpecious appearance, and yet 


be deſtitute of worth, Without a guide, 


ſhe may liſten to an amiable man, 
who has not the means of ſupporting her. 
In ſhort, I cannot poſitively reply to 
your kindneſs, till I have turned the 
ſubject over in my own mind,” _ 
el I wiſh you to do ſo, Mr. Mathews : 
only remember, I will endeavour to 


make every thing eaſy on my part. 


difference about money ſhall not divide 
us, I know no man who would be a 
deſirable ſubſtitute for you : my lads. 


C 3 gare 
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are attached to you; and I look upon a 
good underſtanding between pupil and 
maſter to be of the utmoſt conſequence. 


1 believe, it is a ſhort point which 


they love beſt; but I am perſuaded 


your opinion has often more weight 


with them than mine : which is a con- 
ſolation to me I cannot deſcribe; as, 
ſhould any thing happen to me, I am 
certain they would ſtill have a fatherly 
friend, who has an attachment to them.“ 
* Indeed, Sir, you do me but 
Juſtice; but may Heaven, for their 
ſakes, long ſpare you to them!“ 
ſaid Mathews. © I will ſee my daugh- 


ter and Mrs. Goodricke to-morrow ; 


and, at my return, 1 ſhall be able to 
ſpeak 


Ws, 


8 


— 1 . 
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ſpeak more nn _ the ſub- 


ect. 
c One thing, Mr. Mathews, allow 


me to remark to you : your daughter's 


beauty is much more dangerous in 
ſecluſion than in the world. The firſt 
man who is civil to a country. girl 
ſteals her heart—where there are many, 
ſhe ſtands a better chance of ſelecting 
a proper one. You know, no man of 


common foreſight marries without a 


fortune : this is an abſolute neceſſity, 
which cannot be diſpenſed with, par- 
ticularly in a beauty; for beauties 
have airs and ,caprices to gratify which 

dive deep into moderate purſes.” 
« I truſt, my girl,” rejoined Ma- 
thews, © will be an exception to your 
CG 4 rule; 
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rule; but, till I revolve all you have aid 


a little more in my mind, I dare not 
give you hope that I can leave Louiſa.” 

They parted till dinner: when Mr. 
Montague ſeemed in wonderful ſpirits; 
and told him Eliza had, he believed, 
folved all difficulties upon the ſubject 
of the morning. She has propoſed, 


that Miſs Mathews ſhould take up her 


abode here. My daughter's health is 
fo delicate, ſhe cannot racket about 


with Lucy and Charlotte; and ſhe, con- 


ſequently, ſpends many an evening 


alone. What a deſireable acquiſition 


would it be to both our girls to become 
the friend of each other! I am per- 
ſuaded you will allow all difficulties are 


now done away.” 


« Indeed,” 
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© Indeed,“ he replied, 1 believe 
they are: but, as 1 never decide for my 
girl, till I know the bent of her inclina- 
tions, I can only fay, I truſt ſhe will 


enjoy from the reality, what I now do 


from the idea.” 
George, but not William, was in great 


hopes that all would be ſettled to his tu- 
tor's wiſh. They had frequently witneſſed 
him to ſhare many anxieties upon his 


daughter's account, whom they naturally 
ſuppoſed to be a mere country girl, from 
knowing ſhe lived with the poor widowof 


a clergyman, on a very ſcanty allowance. 
Their ſiſters had often aſked Mr, Ma- 
thews to bring her to town for a week; 
which he, however, always declined, 


fearing ſhe would afterwards regret pri- 
— 
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vations which at preſent ſhe was igno- 
rant of: but Miſs Montague placed 
the refuſal to his conſciouſneſs that the 
girl was brought up in ſo different a ſtile, 
that ſhe, would be miſerably embarraſſed 
by the faſhion and elegance of them- 
ſelves. | 
Not a little rejoiced was Louiſa at 
ſeeing the ſtage ſtop at Mrs. Good- 
ricke's orchard-gate, and her much 
loved father alight. It was eight 
months ſince ſhe had ſeen him; and the 
belief, that he was come to bid her adieu 
for the term of three long years—which 


had excited her tears all the morning— 


vas in the moment of meeting forgotten. 


Charming as ſhe was when he laſt ſaw 
her, ſhe was now infinitely more ſo. Her 


eighteenth 
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eighteenth year was juſt completed; and 
the ſimplicity of her dreſs rendered her 
ſuperior to any deſcription. While ſhe 
went to haſten the dinner, and add a 


portion for the traveller, Mrs. Good- 


rid 
ricke told her enraptured father, that 


Louiſa's mind and accompliſhments 
kept pace with her appearance. At her 


return, Mr. Mathews informed her, 


and her friend, of the unexpected offer 


Miſs Montague had made of receiving 
her into the houſe as companion; and the 
high reſpe& he bore the whole family, 
but particularly Eliza. The momentary 


delight ſhe felt at her improving pro- 


ſpects was chaſtened by immediate re- 


flection.—“ In Mrs. Goodricke's ſtate 
C 6 of 
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of health, my dear father,” ſaid ſhe, 
e can I leave her? J am ſure you would 
not aſk it, if you knew that ſhe is quite 
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unable to aſſiſt herſelf ow. I owe her too 
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many obligations to quit her at ſuch a 
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"oy | time; and though this proſpe& promiſes 
14 great advantages, yet, as I ſhould be un- 


happy in deſerting her, I cannot view it 
in the light you both do.” 

But Mrs. Goodricke had a ſecond mo- 
tive for wiſhing her young charge ſhelter- 


ed by a more powerful protection than ſhe 


— Ig 
w Wilts 3. 


1 — 
— — — — 
— 
— — 


could afford her. An old nobleman in 
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the-neighbourhood had perpetually diſ- 
treſſed Louiſa and her by his viſits; and 
1 had latterly inſulted the widow, by re- 
li | queſting her intereſt in diſpoſing Miſs. 
Mathews to like him, With a wife 

| living, 
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living, there was no doubt of his diſ- 
honourable intentions; which, however, 
ſhe had completley guarded againſt, 
by emplanting every virtuous ſentiment 
in her young pupil at a very early pe- 
riod of life, They had alike treated 
half a dozen letters of ſolicitation, to be 


received as a friend, with ſilent con- 


tempt. Mr. Mathews felt the reſent- 


ments, at this information, a father muſt 


feel, and reſolved to remove his girl as 


ſoon as poſſible; but, till Miſs Montague 
fixed on the day, he could not ſtir. 
Louiſa now ſaw that it was proper ſhe 
ſhould accompany her father's wiſhes 
with the ſacrifice of her own; and there- 
fore renounced the care of Mrs, Good- 


ricke, 
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X FT ER the lapſe of three days, 


CLouiſa received a letter from Mr. 


| Mathews, to inform her, that he ſhould © 


come for her on the next day but one, 
and carry her firſt to wait on Lady 


| Berkland, her godmother, where ſhe 


would continue that night; and who 
would probably herſelf convey and in- 


troduce her to Miſs Montague's, as he 
and his pupils would be at that hour 


ſome miles on their way to Dover. He 


concluded, by deſiring Mrs-Goodricke 


and Louiſa not to mention to their 
neighbours any thing about the latter's 
deſtination; but juſt ſimply to ſtate 

to 
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ny to their acquaintance, that Mr. Mathews "i 


| A 
9 i meant to take his daughter away. In Y 
| the mean while, Louiſa was employed 1 
if in furniſhing herſelf with ſome neceſſary 4 
apparel, and altering and amending the 
little ſhe already had by her. Early 1 
and late was ſhe buſied in this way, and 4 

attending upon her invalid friend, who 3 
was thankful that the uncommon ſen- ] 
ſibility of Louiſa was ſpared by the ne- 
ceſlity there was, on Lord Belhammond's 
account, for her ſpeedy removal, But 
Louiſa felt ſhocked at her apparent in- 
gratitude, in deſerting 2 being who 
had reared her from her infancy, and 
had proved a real parent in affectionate 
attachment. A thouſand tender regrets 
ſwelled her boſom How ſhall I know 

that 
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that Mary will attend you,” ſaid ſhe: © in 
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my abſence, who will do, frgm motives 
of intereſt and neceſſity, what I do from 
duty and inclination ??” Mrs. Goodricke 


aſſured her ſhe ſhould take good care of 


herſelf; and only entreated her, to let 
her hear, as frequently as ſhe could 


create opportunity, of every thing 


which related to her. The 1ntervening 


hours between the letter and the meet- 


ing with her father hung heavily upon 


Louiſa hands : ſhe hoped and feared 
fifty things, without being able to de- 
fine exactly what they were. When 
her father arrived, he preſented Mrs. 
Goodricke with what he could very ill 
ſpare, a bank-note of twenty guineas, 
and took Jeave of her for the Jaſt time. 

To 
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To Louiſa this gift was a balm indeſcri- I | 
bable ; ſhe embraced her kind friend, and 3 
entered the chaiſe with her father, who 1 
carried her to ſpend the day with her 4 
godmother: a lady who, from the 4 
hour ſhe ſtood ſponfor till the preſent q 
moment, had never taken the pains to E 
enquire. whether ſhe was dead or alive. 
But Mathews wiſely thought, that his 
child ſhould have ſome ſecond reſource, 
in caſe neceſſity obliged her to ſeck out 
a new protection ; and therefore carried 
her to Berkland Houſe, whoſe haughty 
owner he looked upon to be a good- 
hearted woman in the main, though 
her unexpected elevation in life, from a 
very inferior rank, had turned her head 


with ridiculous pride, 
To 
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To this lady he introduced Louiſa, 


who was perfectly abaſhed by Lady 
Berkland's addreſs to her father, of 


« Mathews, is that girl your daugh- 


ter?“ Her pride and her admiration 


made her moſt perfectly ridiculous for 
the firſt hour.-Mathews, who knew 


her failing, was not ſurprized ; but poor 


Louiſa felt a ſtronger inclination to cry 
than to talk. What,” ſaid ſhe, ©* you 
are going to bind her to ſome comfort- 


able trade, Mathews, I hope? The girl 
is a fine creature; but all fine creatures 
in London come to a ſhameful end, I 
think, unleſs they are quite in. the 
world. No, Madam,” ſaid he, “ I 
am carrying her up to Miſs Montague, 
who has taken the charge of her, in my 

abſence.” 
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abſence.” —< In what capacity?” —* Ag 
her friend and companion. But I could 
not bring her into your ladyſhip's neigh- 
bourhood, without wiſhing her to pay 
her duty here. 


| After a moment's pauſe—*® Indeed, 
I'm obliged by your viſit,” ſaid Lady 
Berkland, who happened to be the in- 
timate friend of Miſs Montague; and 
dreaded leſt Louiſa ſhould deſcribe the 
reception ſite gave her. Indeed, I am 
happy to ſee both you and your daugh- 


ter: if I can ſerve her in any reſpect; 


if the loan of ten guineas, to furniſh her- 
{elf out decently for her place, will be 
acceptable, ſhe is perfectly welcome.” 
My father, Madam,” ſaid Loviſa -- 
with warmth, © has made that quite 


unneceſſary.“ 
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unneceſſary. For the lady had uttered 
her laſt ſentence with ſo imperious an air 
and voice, that both father and child 
revolted: inſtead of continuing under 
her roof, they took a haſty leave, and 
adjourned to the inn; where a few mut- 
ton chops were preferable, in both their 
opinions, to an elegant dinner, when 
accompanied with pride and meanneſs. 


CHAP. 


— — 
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R. MATHEWS was now 

driven to a new contrivance 
about diſpoſing of his child till the fol- 
lowing morning, as he had received an 


intimation from old Montague, that he 


did not wiſh his ſons to be in the way 


wheh Miſs Mathews arrived. He 
therefore determined to carry her to 
Mrs. Wiatt's, with whom he had 
lodged at various times, when out of 
employment — a worthy, diſcree two- 
man, for whom he felt a real reſpe&t— 
and to her abode, in Dean Street, Soho, 
they accordingly drove. When the 
chaiſe arrived at her door, they perceived 

that 


A 
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that her lodgings were let, by ſome 
very faſhionable people being in con- 
verſation at the drawing room window: 
Mrs. Wiatt having herſelf anſwered 
the door, and diſcovered Mr. Mathews 
and his daughter, ſhe inſiſted fo preſ- 
ſingly upon their alighting, that he was 
in a manner compelled to do what he 
rather wiſhed to avoid; he heard one 
of the men, who was lolling out of the 
drawing- room window, ſay loud enough 
to be heard“ Lady Mary, ſhall we 
uſher in the parſon to ſay grace?“ But, 
as Louiſa had accepted the invitation 
of Mrs. Wiatt, it was too late to re- 
tract, Scarce had Mathews and his 
daughter taken their ſeats in the good 
woman's back-parlour, when the door 


opened, 


— OE N — — _ — 
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opened, and William Montague entered; 


who, in the names of Lady Mary, and 


Colonel Rainhault, requeſted the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing both father and daughter 


to dinner, which was juſt placing on the 


table. With a profuſion of thanks, they 
however declined it: aſſuring their 
friends they had dined three hours ago; 
and that Miſs Mathews was in her tra- 
velling dreſs, and too much fatigued to 
profit by Lady Mary's politeneſs; their 


Chaiſe was in waiting, and they merely 


ſtopped to enquire after Mrs. Watt. 
When William Montague rejoined 

his friends in the drawing-room, and 

delivered their anſwer to Lady Mary's 


invitation, he condoled with her for 


loſing a ſight of the moſt beautiful crea- 
| ture 


him to take his ſeat at 
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ture God ever created Exquiſite!” he 
exclaimed : © charming !—irreſiftible!” 

« Ten to one the is ugly as Sin,” 
ſaid the Colonel, © by your raptures. 
know you of old. I am not taken in.” 

« Upon my ſoul, I am in downright 


earneſt :' I never beheld ſo enchanting 


an angel!“ ſaid William. 

ce Seamed with the ſmall-pox, for a 
hundred pounds!” anſwered the Colonel. 
„But, in earneſt now,” aid Lady 
Mary, © is ſhe handſome, or not: "hs 

« Upon my life, Lady Mary, "ey 
am in earneſt. Come with me, and I'll 


convince you. Old Mathews will be 


pleaſed at your endeavour to perſuade 
he table : you 


Vol. I. D never 
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never can ſee ſuch a cunning pattern of 


excelling nature again.” ; 
c Would it not look odd?” ſaid ſhe. 
& Not at all,” replied William; © let 


me conduct you.“ And down they both 


walked, at the inftant dinner was ſetting 
upon the table. Young Montague threw 
open the little parlour-door ; and, in- 
forming his tutor, that Lady Mary 
thought he had executed his embaſly ſo 
ill that ſhe was reſolved to try her own 
powers of perſuaſion, he left her to old 
Mathews, while he addreſſed the young 
lady with enquiring how ſhe liked the 
idea of a town-lite, 
The Colonel, and four or five other 
gentlemen, were planning how. they 
ſhould get a view of the traveller, if 
Lady 
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LOUISA MATHEWS. - 
Lady Mary's reports were like Monta- 
gue's; and impatiently waited.for her 


entrance into the parlour again, to 


know what ſteps they ſhould take. 
« Ah! ha!” ſaid the Colonel, © what 
a blockhead am I! I'Il go and ſay ſome- 
thing civil as well as my wife.” He ac- 
cordingly went to Mrs. Wiatt's -apart- 
ments, where he ſtopped for a minute; 
and then all three returned to the table, 
in perfect admiration of Louiſa, having 
left father and daughter prevailing on 


Mrs. Wiatt to go to the pit of Covent- 


Garden theatre. But they previouſly 
ſettled, that Louiſa ſhould return and 
ſleep with her; and Mathews, after ſee- 
ing them ſaſe again to Dean Street, 
ſhould join his two pupils at their fa- 

9 ther's 
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ther's late ſupper in C avendiſh Square, 
and with them adjourn for the night to 

Oſborn's Hotel. | 
After the concluſion of a play and 
farce, delightful to Louiſa, and not leſs 
fo to her parent, who was watching the 
effect which every ſentence had upon 
his loved child, they quitted the 
theatre for Mrs. Wiatt's; and, having 
ſeen his daughter re- ſeated in this good 
woman's back-parlour, he took his af- 
fectionate leave of Louiſa, whoſe heart 
had been heavily oppreſſed all the way 
home with the knowledge that this 
trial awaited her. The hour was ſo late, 
that he haſtened ſrom his weeping child; 
a circumſtance he was glad of, as he felt 
too many tender ſenſations at that mo- 
maent 
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wn 
ment to wiſh for witneſſes. They em- 


braced, re-embraced, and parted. Poor 


Louiſa felt this ſeparation more ſtrongly 
than ſhe had ever hitherto done. It is 
true, that her father had twice been ab- 
ſent from her before, for the reſpective 
terms of two, and of three yeats: but then 
ſhe had what ſhe had been accuſtomed 
to conſider as a paternal home. At the 
earlieſt tour, ſhe was eight ; at the latter, 
eleven years of age: and though at that 
ſeaſon her mind ſhewed the moſt 
charming ſenſibility, it was unattended 
with regrets about the future, She felt, 
at the preſent moment, as if deſerted. 
by her parent at the very time when his 
preſence became doubly neceſſary. 
Among ſtrangers, what would become 

D'3- of 
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of her! Theſe ideas occupied her mind 
for a few minutes, when ſhe recollected 
that the Montagues were inclined to be 
her friends; that it depended in a great 
meaſure upon herſelf to make them ef- 
fectually ſo; and that her proſpects 
were higher on the ſecond review than 
ſhe had allowed them to be at the firſt, 
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R. Mathews had rallied up his 
1 ſpirits ſufficiently to meet Mr, 


Montague and his family, with a chear- 


ful countenance, in Cavendiſh Square. 
They talked over every little intereſting 
occurrence; and ſetiled ti.e correſpon- 
dence, which was fo be punctual, between 
George and his ſiſter Eliza, and be- 
tween all parties, when inclination ' 
prompted them to communicate events 
to cach other, William Montague had 
told his father of the incomparable 
beauty of Louiſa; and created a longing 
deſire in Eliza for the arrival of the 
morning, which was to bring her to be 

: D 4 _ reſident 
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reſident in the family. Lucy aſſured 
her brother ſhe had no great idea of bis 
beaaties ; ſhe never had ſeen one of the 
women he admired as even tolerably 
pretty, much leſs handſome, Had 
George, indeed, ſeen her, ſhe ſhould 
have ſtood a better chance of not being 
diſappointed ; for his taſte was in uniſon 
with her own, which was formed on the 
ſtricteſt rules of art. | 
« My dear Lucy,” faid 18 
e give William blue eyes, roſy cheeks, 
and light hair, and he ſees beauty; though 
the owner has a flat noſe and thick lips. 
Miſs Mathews, I doubt not, is a pretty 
little ruſtic ; the world alone can make 
her acquire that elegance William at 
preſent aſcribes to her.“ 
* You 
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& You are amazingly knowing, Char- 
lotte; I think,” replied William; © and, 
after your flattering opinion of my judg- 
ment on beauty, I muſt be excuſed for 
quitting the ſubject with you. To Eliza 
] repeat, that had Miſs Mathews had 
your educations, ſhe could not have 
been more eaſy and graceful in her 
manner and appearance, than ſhe 


ſeemed to be to me and Lady . 


Rainhault.“ 

“In the amazing long intercourſe of 
Ave minutes, by your own account!” re- 
joined Charlotte. 

The re- entrance of the old en 
and Mathews, who had ſome little mat- 
ters to conclude in the ſtudy, put an end 
to a converſation Which George and Eliza 

DS. had 
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had left to the three. The carriage now 
waited, and the families took a cordial 
and affectionate leave of each other, and 
departed. The young men were elated 
with the idea, that a few hours would ſet 
them forward on an expedition they had 
for ſome months antic pated with expecta- 
tion and pleaſure; and, getting into the 
coach, ordered it to drive to Oſborn's 
Hotel. | 

Scarce had they got half-way to the 
Adelphi, when the coach was ſtopped 
by four footpads; who, with horrible 
execrations, demanded their money. Old 
Mathews inſtantly complied; but the 
young men were determined they would 
not be robbed : they had only two 
ſticks z one a ſwitch, the other a ſtrong 
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he lay on the ſpot. 
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end with a ſpear. With the firſt, Wil- 
liam ſaluted the fellow who opened the 
coach-door ; while George knocked a 


ſecond to the ground, and called © Fire!”? 


The man was ſtunned ſo completely, that 
At this moment, 
George's fide of the coach was thrown 
open, and a piſtol fired at him, which 
his hat; 


when, throwing out the ſpear, he wound- 


took it's direction through 


ed the villain. A rattle, and the throwing 
up of ſome windows, alarmed the whole 
gang, three of whom took to their heels; 
but the man who was ſtunned was una- 

ble to join them. George and the two h 


watchmen ſecured him, and delivered 


him up to the round-houſe; but the 


gentlemen lamented that the evidence 
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nar, vn. 


HEN the S0 bd they 
agreed to go firſt to the magiſ- 
trate, and afterwards to Cavendiſh 
Square, to relate the adventure of the 
preceding night, and to take Mr, Mon- 


tague's opinion on what ſteps they had 
beſt purſue. They accordingly break - 
faſted, and ſallied forth to the office in 
Bow Street; where the purſe which old 
Mathews had yielded on demand was 
produced, but the money had diſap- 
peared. The man was, however, com- 
mitted for trial upon the fulleſt eonvic- 
tion ; and, as the two watchmen and a 
ranger, who had been active in ſecur- 
ing 
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ing him, were ſufficient evidence, they 
poſted away to Mr. Montague's, with the 
intention of ſetting off on their wiſhed- 
for tour ſome time in the ſame day 
When every thing neceſſary upon this 
occafion was explained to the wonders 
ing family, they received the warm 
congratulation of their friends, who 
were only thankful that people fo dear 
to them as the two Montagues and their 
venerable tutor had eſcaped from ſo 
deſperate'a ſet of ruffians. But George 
had another motive for being reconciled 
to a temporary delay of his favourite 
ſcheme; for the firſt object which met 
his eyes in his ſifters dreſſing- room, was 
the lovely, the intereſting Miſs Ma- 
thews, who. had arrived only a few. mi- 
" nutes 
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nutes before, under the difagreeable and 
unavoidable neceſſity of introducing 
herſelf. To render ſueh a ſituation 28 
little diſtreſſing as poſſible, is a faculty 
very ſew people poſſeſs, when the 

perſon who makes the experiment 

is beheld as an humble dependant; but 
Miſs Montague had that happy art. 
She embraced the embarraſſed Louiſa, 
introduced her as another ſiſter to Lucy 
and Charlotte; and aſſured her, that 
ſhe had always felt ſuch a real affection 
for old Mr. Mathews, that ſhe was glad 
he had placed his daughter, as his deputy, 
to receive every proof of regard ſhe had 

to beſtow. 
Thus raiſed by the gentle expreſſions 
of Eliza, Louiſa had recovered that 
placid 
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72 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
placid and ſatisfied appearance which, 
only upon ſuch a trial as coming among 
ſtrangers in her peculiar ſituation, for- 
fook her: ſhe regained not only a degree 
of :compoſure, but felt a confidence in 
the friends ſhe had juſt acquired, which 


they had alike beſpoken from their out- 


ward appearance. The charming, the 
modeſt, the diffdent Louiſa, with every 
attraction Nature in her moſt laviſh 
mood could beſtow, rivetted George's 
eyes in the moment of his entrance, 
and faſcinated his ſoul before his depar- 


( 


ture. Accuſtomed to view a like con- 


duct in the very few men ſhe had ſeen 


under Mrs. Goodricke's roof, ſhe be- 
lieved embarraſſment was more natural 
to men than to women, never imagin- 
ing 
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ing that her enchanting form created 
this effect. The unconſciouſneſs of be- 
ing particularly pleaſing to the moſt 
agreeable man ſhe had ever beheld, 
made her treat both him and his brother 
with the moſt unaffected freedom: in- 
deed, the had always conſidered the pu- 
pils of her loved father, though un- 
known'to her, in a fraternal light. Not- 
withſtanding old Mr. Montague's fore- 
ſight had been fo unexpectedly baffled by 
the young men's return, he enjoyed the 
day moſt completely, and ordered them 
to ſend for their baggage from the 
Hotel, as they might as well, whenever 
they did ſet forward, take their depar- 
ture from Cavendiſh Square. All par- 
ties were ſo perfectly pleaſed with this 


arrange- 


74 LOUISA MATHEWS, 


arrangement, that immediate ſteps were 


taken to ſend to the Adelphi; and, the 


birth-day of Eliza being only two days 
diſtant, obtained for the young men 
permiſſion to ſpend it in town. 

On the evening's proving fait or foul, 
depended either Ranelagh or the little 
theatre in the Hay-Market. Old Mon- 
tague was ſo pleaſed with Louiſa, that 


he promiſed to take her himſelf to every 


rather regretted, as he feared the novelty 


might warp her mind. from that love 


and preference to. retirement he had tried 


to inſtil. But Eliza aſſured him he 


was wrong Truſt to me, my good 


friend,” ſaid ſhe, that a ſurſeit is ſure 
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LOUISA MATHEWS, 75 
to ſucceed the perpetual round 15 diſſi- 
pation young people enter into. 

« My daughter, Sir,” ſaid Monta- 
gue, is a philoſopher of twenty-three. 
Do you ſpeak from experience, Eliza?” 

Fes, upon my honour,” ſald ſhe: 
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&« ſeven years out of cight—for I was 


preſcnted at fifteen, you know—1 ab- 


ſolutely lived i in public. I will freely 


| 


own, that the doing fo has injured my 
health, and palled my taſte, 8. certainly 
Uke a play, am fond of an opera, and 
charmed with a fine concert; but, twiee 
a week to enter into theſe amuſements, 
je as much as I have inclination for.” 
« And L,” ſaid Charlotte, « could. 
go every day, every hour, if it was 
n with increaſing delight.“ 
« I halve 
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< I halve the difference,” ſaid Lucy. 
« Converſation can be had in private 
houſes, as well as public places. For the 
theatres, I ſcarcely ever attend to them 
with my mind, though I carry my little 
perſon there. I keep up a perpetual con- 
verſation during the time, which amuſes 
me extremely.” | 
« And pray,” added Mathews, © do 
the neighbouring boxes thank you ?” 
At this queſtion William entered the 
room; and, hearing the laſt words, he 
knew that the query muſt have been 
addreſſed to Lucy Sooner,” ſaid he, 
© would I take my ſeat among the gods, 


on the night of a riot, than place my- 


ſelf within ear-ſhot of Lucy, when I 
wanted to underſtand a play.” 
„ Tour 
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cc Your fifter knows I dread her upon 


theſe occaſions,” faid Mathews. 

Lucy replied “ You flatter me: it 
ſhews that I have power, of ſome ſort or 
other, over all mankind. Here are two 
inſtances, my brother and you—I can 


baniſh both at my will.” 


“ But, upon my ſoul,” replied Wil- 
liam, © you cannot recall us!“ 

Eliza ſtepped in to ſave her ſiſter 
from William's laſh, by aſking Louiſa 
which opinion of public places ſhe 
adopted. 

« Upon my word,” faid ſhe, I am 
too great a novice to determine between 
three people, who have all had experi- 
ence. At preſent, I think, there may 
be too much of a good thing; and, I 

am 
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am perſuaded that, if I went to a play, 
my motive would be to attend to it, not 
to the audience.“ ; 3 | 

« Miſs Mathews ſhall decide between 
Charlotte and Lucy,” ſaid William. 
« To-night I cannot be of the party; ſo 
1 particularly requeſt her to attend en- 
tirely to the play; and to-morrow, at 
the ſame theatre, I will take my ſeat at 
her elbow, and converſe with her during 
the whole PEE to enable her 
to form a juſt opinion,” | 

& Cunning dog!” ſaid old aaa 
gue. © Yes, you are a chip of the old 
block.“ I give Louiſa my permiſ- 
ſion,” ſaid her father, © to love a pub- 
lic place while ſhe is in iI hate to-ſee 
a liſtleſs indifference about any. one 
thing— 
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thing—but I would have her prefer 
an evening, ſpent at the fire- ſide of a 
friend, to all amuſements of this kind. 
A moderate degree of diflipation is ne- 
ceſſary to our education; but too much 
for either ſex enervates the mind, and 
in general affects the principles. In 
my child's humble lot of life, I ſhould 
wiſh ſhe entered little into public ; but 
I feel more than contented in placing 
her in ſuch hands I am ſatisfied at my. 
heart. Should any thing happen to me,” 
ſaid Mathews, © why then——” 

« Why zben ſhe is my child,” ſaid 
Montague, and raked out the aſhes; 
while Mathews walked out of the 
room, without uttering a {ylſable. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

 OUISA vas quite overcome. 

Eliza led her to the window for a 
few minutes, and then ſuffered her to 
re-join her father: ſhe found him in the 
very next room; and, ſhutting the door, 
took her ſeat on the next chair, and 
Kiſſed his hand. 

There are ſome moments attended 
with tears, my girl,“ ſaid Mathews, 
«© which I would not exchange for the 
choiceſt hour of mirth I ever enjoyed. 
You are my all—I have not one ſingle 
apprehenſion about your conduct; be- 
cauſe, I truſt, Nature and I have render- 
ed your principles permanent. Never- 

theleſs, 
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theleſs, you are placed in a poſt of 
danger. The beſt minds are liable to 
corruption from the contagion of ex- 
ample. Diſtruſt yourſelf only ſo far as 
to induce you to weigh every action well 
before you commit it. The one infalli- 
ble ſentence I would wiſh you to en- 
grave upon your heart, is, « Lord, lead 
me not into temptation.” It will ope- 
rate as a taliſman over your whole con- 
duct. You will frequently inveſtigate 
your paſt actions; and conſcience will 
enable you to condemn, or acquit, ac- 
cordingly. I repeat, you have many 
trials to encounter: the ocean is calm 
and inviting juſt now, but who will in- 
ſure us from ſtorms ? My deareſt child, 


I give you my fondeſt aſſurance, that I 
Vol. I. E truſt 
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truſt moſt ſecurely in your prudence 
and virtue. Your preſent ſituation will 
require the exertion of both in a parti- 
cular degree. Look upon me as your 
moſt faithful, moſt diſintereſted friend 
as ſuch, conceal no one circumſtance 
from me. - yard your heart, and do 
not diſpoſe of it without letting me 
know an event which muſt tincture my 
future days with pleaſure or pain.” 

c Are theſe entreaties neceſſary, my 
dear father? ſaid ſhe, © I do, how- 
ever, promiſe to give you fair, candid, 
and undiſguiſed accounts of every event 
which concerns me. * he mind you 
have formed is a grateful one; and the 
hour which will be moſt dear to my 
heart, will be that of your retirement 

from 
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= from fatigue, when I can manifeſt what 
| = affectionate love I feel, by what I per- 

f form, for my deareſt father.“ 
9 « God bleſs thee, child!” ſaid Ma- 


room- door: when they took different 
directions—he down ſtairs, and Louiſa 
to her own apartment. 
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thews; © I muſt walk.” He opened the 
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CHAP. IX. 


HEN the family met at dinner, 


it was diſcovered that, on ac- 
count of an actor's ſudden indiſpoſition, 
the play, which was Hamlet, was 
changed for a new comedy, much ad- 
mired by the town; and this informa- 
tion cauſed a meſſage to be diſpatched 
to the ſtables, for the carriage to be at 
the door exactly at {ix o'clock, as they 
wiſhed to ſee the whole performance. 
The young men, and Mathews, were 
obliged to go into the city: ſo the old 
man eſcorted the females to the Hay- 
Market theatre; when the firſt object 
which met Louila's eye was Lord Bell- 


hammond's 
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hammond's ſervant, keeping the ad- 
joining box for his maſter. The flurry 
ſhe felt at a recollection of his inſult- 
ing letters was ſoon done away, and 
left her at liberty to enjoy the agreeable 
effects of fo brilliant a ſcene as our 
theatres afford the eye of an obſerving 


ſpectator. 


The the ladies: had: thrown 3. 


into the back ground at her firſt en- 
trance, and placed themſelves in the 
front row; till Mr, Montague, who had 
an uncommon ſhare of good nature to 
all young people, deſired Lucy or Char- 
lotte, who had ſeen plays eternally, to 
relinquiſh their ſeats to his novice. It 
may appear ſtrange, that theſe younger 
liſters attempted to perſuade each other, 
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but never moved one inch themſelves ; 


which Eliza perceiving, drew -a veil 
over, by aſſuring Louiſa ſhe ſhould 
prefer her ſeat, if ſhe would oblige her 


by changing. Louiſa would have de- 


lined it, had Mr. Montague ſuffered 
it. Compelled to accept it, ſhe moved 
forward, and excited the general atten- 
tion of the houſe to the box ſhe occu- 
pied: a Circumſtance which might 


have created unpleaſant ſenſations in 


[ 


the boſom of Lucy and Charlotte, had | 


$4 #54 IS 


they not devoutly believed every eye 


was directed to themſelves. 


As the ſecond act began, Lord Bel- 
haminond made his entree into the next 
box on Loviſa's ſide, He directly en- 
quired of Mifs Montague, when his 
y | godſon 
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godſon George meant to depart; and, 


from the converſation, convinced Louiſa 


that he was the intimate friend and fre- 
quent gueſt of the family ſhe had en- 
tered into. At firſt, the Earl did not 
perceive her, as her head was turned 
towards the ſtage; but, the inftant he 
diſcovered who the fourth lady in Mr. 
Montague's box proved to be, he ad- 
dreſſed her with alt the non-chalance 
imaginable ; enquired after poor Mrs. 
Goodricke, for whom he had the 
moſt perfect; moſt ſincere reſpect; and 


begged to know where he might have 


the honour of leaving his name in 

town. | | 
A very diſtant curtſey, and petrefying 
look, accompanied her reply; which 
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was, that ſhe was at Mr. Mon- 


tague's: when, turning to Eliza, ſhe 


inſtantly quitted all converſation with 


him, and kept her friend in diſcourſe 
about the play. In vain did his lord- 
ſhip try to force his remarks upon her; 


unleſs the queſtion was directly applied 


to herſelf, ſhe never appeared to attend 
to one ſyllable he uttered, Thus mor- 
tified, thus repulſed, he turned to Lucy 
and Charlotte, who readily rattled away 


to amuſe themſelves, to bewitch his 


| lordſhip, and to annoy the little unbred 
1 people who came to a play merely 
f to ſee and hear it. 
[1 F CHAP. 
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CHAT. a 


HEN they returned home, they 
found the three gentlemen 
waiting their arrival; and the mutual 
enquiries of all were more particu- 
larly addreſſed to Miſs Mathews than 
to the other ladies, as ſhe had only once 
been at an entertainment of the kind 
before. Much wit and good- humour 
enlivened the intermediate half-hour 
between their meeting and ſupper- time; 
which, being but a very ſlight repaſt of 
ſallad and ſandwiches, kept them not 
long from repoſe. They retired fully 
ſatisfied with the pleaſing events of the 
day. 
E 5 « Wel,“ 
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90 LOUTSA MATHEWS, 

« Well,” ſaid Charlotte to Lucy, 
as ſhe was undreſſing herſelf, «I am 
ſtill an infidel ! I cannot, nor will not, 
believe Miſs Mathews's colour is natu- 
ral, notwithſtanding her father's ill- 
timed diſcourſe about rouge. She is 


certainly a handſome girl, bur auk- 
ward.“ 

«© Unformed!”? a 

« Not one trait of faſhion about 
her.“ 

«© How ſhould ſhe? Mrs. Goodricke, 
1 believe, is very poor.“ 

« And I ſhould fancy not very 
bright, by the ſpecimen her pupil gave 
we | 
Well, now, I declare I think her 
no fool: ſhe ſays good things without 


knowing 


10078 Matiiews, gf 
knowing ſhe does, Yes; ſhe certainly 
rouges; 1 have not the de of 4 
doubt upon the fubject: there is no 
harm in that more thin in wearing 
powdet ih 666 hate; But, df the faite 
time, I do think, in the capacity ſhe is; | 
it would BE better let hone: By the 
bye; did you obferve how the —— 
to a Lord terrified her # 

« She töblk fefüge, undef EH2 
wing, from the great mah: Poor Sir! 
J wonder whether ſhe knew that lords 
were made of fle And B1&6d 3 Is 

cc What a delt creature you are, 
Charlotte ! cott 8, let us be juſt: ſhe is 
a ſweet girl; a a not one in twenty 
would have behaved half ſo well, in her 
ſituation; among ſtrangers.” 


E6 « And, 
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92 LOUISA MATHEWS, 


#6 And, Pray, have we not done our 
parts? Had ſhe been a lady of faſhion, 
we could not have behaved more atten- 
tively to her. I believe one may carry 
this notion too far—T am ſure my father 
did.” | 

« How! I don't comprehend you?” 

© Why, by placing her in the front 
I was quite ſurprized, and only won- 
dered at Eliza for moving. A due 
diſtance , preſerves reſpe& from ſuch 
people.” 

« Such people, c Mr. Ma- 
thews is a gentleman from his birth, as 
well as his profeſſion, you know.“ 

„ And his daughter is a companion 
and child of a tutor. It is not what he 
was, but what he is, The lady receives 

TD wages 


LOUISA MATHEWS, | 93 
wages of fifty pounds a year: but is it 
leſs wages for that? or 1s ſhe leſs a de- 
pendant, becauſe we treat her as an 
equal?“ | 

« You ſhock me, Charlotte! I won t 
talk to you—it is quite unamiable. 
As far as we have yet ſeen, che poor 
girl is uncommonly pleaſing. Good 
night.“ An echoof * Good night!” came 
from Charlotte; and the ladies retired 


to reſt, as the whole houſe had Oy 
done, \ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 
HEN the family were affem: 
ble at the break fal- table on 
the following morning, 4 letter fe- 
ccived by Eltz from d ccf hs par- 
ticularly loved; and Her fifters as pafti- 
cularly Rated, gave fiſe to & converia- 


„ e {LL . Ita} #4 : 
tion entirely new to Louiſa, and in 


which ſhe was excluded from the 


ſmalleſt ſhare: a circumſtance ſhe re- 
Joiced at, as the ladies, in theſe diffe- 
rences, gave way to a perpetual kind of 
ſpur, that diſtreſſed all thoſe they 
appealed to, which was on every occa- 
ſion. Though William knew the con- 
ſequence the queſtion would produce, 

| and 
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and the acrimony it would occafion, he 


enquired of Eliza, Whether that was 


Lady Frances Newton's writing? 

« Yes,” faid ſhe; © I feared ſhe was 
in.” 

« God forbid!” replied Lucy; © for 
then ſhe is affected with 4 ſcribbling 
mania moſt diſtreſſing to her friends.” 

ce ] never Knew ſhe had any,“ cried 
Charlotte: © ſhe has a multitude of 
acquaintance!” | 

« True, Charlotte, . faid William; 


ce ſhe is too handſome to have fincere 


friends of her own ſex; or diſintereſted 


ones of ours. 

« I hope you do not think I have 
one atom of envy towards her. In the 
firſt place, I do not think her handſome; 
1 285 5 and, 
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96 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
and, in the ſecond, her manner is ſo 
obſolete—I may call it—ſo methodiſt- 
cal—ſo vaſtly good, and vaſtly wiſe?” 

* And very good things, too, Char- 
lotte. I wiſh ſhe would beſtow the over- 
plus you rail at on you,“ ſaid Mr. Monta- 
gue; « for 1 think, with Eliza, that 
Lady Frances is a very charming young 
woman, a good daughter, and a warm- 
hearted friend. Mrs. Boothby let me 
into her character; and, ſince that, ſhe 
is a great favourite with me.“ 

„ So ſhe would be with me, papa, 
was I ſixty. But, at nineteen, I own, I 
do not love a ſermon to exceed the 
length of an hour.” | 

George, who always ſhook his head 
at the deliverer of a rude ſpeech, was 


vexed 


LOUISA MATHEWS. 97 
vexed that the girls indulged them- 
ſelves in the terrible propenſity they had 
to ſharp ſpeeches: he tried to change 
the converſation, by aſking Eliza what 
news Lady Frances had told her. © Has 
ſhe arrived at Sir Walter Leith's yet?“ 


On the ThurſCay : but, in her way, 


ſhe met with a new proof that Vice 
ſhrinks before Virtue. It is ſo beautiful 
a ſtory, I will read it aloud, as ſoon as 
I have read the remainder of my letter. 
My father will be charmed.“ | 
„ What,” ſaid William, © ſhe has 
placed ſome naughty man bn the ſtool 
of repentance; and paid a methodiſt 
parſon for telling him he would go to 
the devil, who dwells in the Zoitom- 
bs pit, paved with human bones!“ 

« You 
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98 LOUISA MATHEWS: 


« You are very witty, William 
but quite out.” 

Co No, no,” faid Lucy 3 ſhe has 
led ſome erring maiden to the Magda- 
len Hoſpital, where ſhe will pray and 
ſing pſalms for the ſpace of three years; 
and then be appointed governeſs to the 


children of a woman of quality, or ſet 


up a E on her own ac- 
count.” 
& Both wrong | in your gueſſes,” faid 
Charlotte, for a guinea. She has taken 
in ſome chubby bantling, that the art- 
ful mother had placed at her door, know- 
ing that her ladyſhip's pitiful heart 

would aid her in cheating it's owner.“ 
In common charity, young ladies,” 
ſaid Mathews; © do not lay fuch hei- 
nous 
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nous crimes to Lady Frances's charge ; - 
perhaps ſhe is guitleſs. Let Mis Mon- 


tague's letter decide.” 


« Firſt, let us have our white pocket- 


handkerchiefs ready,“ ſaid Charlotte; 
I know we ſhall want them.” 

« Silence, girls !—Eliza, begin.“ 

“ Miſs Mathews,” ſaid Lucy, I' 
tread on your foot, when to begin.“ 

« Are you not unfair, Lucy > mean 


to compel you to love my couſin, or 1 


proteſt I would withold my letter. Mr. 
Mathews; will you hold forth ” 

« Very proper; ſaid Willidtti; © her 
letters are ſermons.— The Rey, Mr. 
Mathews will begin.” 

« And her text, replied Montague, 
« Have charity towards all men. Begin, 
Mathews ; 
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oo LOUISA MATHEWS. 

Mathews; we have had a long pro- 

logue.” 
« And I heartily long for the epi- 


logue.— When I have dried my eyes 
All in due order,“ added Lucy. 


“Silence, in mercy; ſiſters, ſilence!“ 


ſaid George. 


%, DEAR COUSIN,” 


e After a very pleaſant journey from 
Herald Houle to Leith Hall, I take 


up my pen to do away your apprehen- 


ſions about me and my ſore throat, 
which has moft obligingly taken it'sleave, 
and left me, not only at full liberty to 
enjoy the proſpects, but to inhale the air, 
of this delightful place, which I contrive 

to 


to do at an hour when you lazy mortals 
are in your firſt ſleep. 
« But I have little leiſure to write at 
preſent: what I have, ſhall be devoted to 
the relation of a circumſtance we met 


with in our journey to this place. It has 


which tempts me to ſtick to my toilette 
for another half hour, though my maid 
ſeems quite impatient.,—Paſling through 
the little village of Belford, we were 
detained for want of horſes; and, having 
'no remedy, we determined to make the 
beſt of our ſituation ; and accordingly 
ordered a good dinner to be ready at 
three o'clock: previous to which, we 
ſtrolled about the place, ſaw the grounds 
of Clift Houſe, which are beautifully laid 


out 
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charmed me, and I doubt not will you, 
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102 Louisa MATHEWS. 

out by Capability Brown; collected 
epitaphs out of the church-yard, and 
returned to our inn, But here we 
waited ſome time till our dinner arrived. 
Lady Mary Leith and I were ſitting by 
the window; when a young woman, mean 
and plain in her perſon and dreſs, at- 
tracted our notice, as being the wet- 
nurſe of two little girls, who appeared 
of an equal age, about ſix months old. 
We took out our purſes to give each a 
trifle, when the waiter came in with our 
ſervants. Lady Mary aſked whether the 
woman, who ſtood on the oppoſite ſide 
of the way, had any more children be- 
ſide the twins. No,” he replied; © ſhe 
had but one child; the other was her 
huſband's, by. another woman. My 
Pn miſtreſs 
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miſtreſs 1 is very good to her; for the poor 
creature is noticed by gentle and ſim- 
ple.” T his raiſed our curioſity; and 
we ſent for the landlady, who aſſured 
us Mary Stephens was the admiration 
and pity of the whole village. « She 
married the hoſtler of the White Lion * 
ſaid ſhe, <« 4 fad idle, drunken fellow, near 
two years ago: and an idle huſſy, who 


lived with me, ſeduced the man, I- be- 


lieve; for he behaved, to all appearance, 
very kindly to his wife. My ſervant's 
ſhame was ſoon viſible ; but theſe poor, 
illeterate creatures, Ma'm, do not feel 
as other people do. I feared, leſt harm 
ſhould come to the woman; and 1 told 
her, I would let her ſtay as long as ſhe 
could g0 about, and did all I could to 
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104 LOUISA MATHEWS, 

make her a penitent : but I had only my 
labour for my pains. Bad news travels 
apace. Mary Stephens was ſoon told of 
her huſband's baſeneſs, and. took on 
ſorely, poor creature! To me ſhe came; 
and I ſpoke the truth, which I thought 
would have broke her heart... Soon after 
ſhe was brought to bed of a little girl: 


her rival was delivered of another, and 


the ſhameleſs mother had not provided 


a rag for it, Mary Stephens ſent half 


of the few things ſhe had ſcraped toge- 


ther for her own infant, to this ſeducer 
of her huſband, On the fifth day, 


however, this ſinful creature grew very 
bad; and, when ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 
die, ſhe gricved about her child, and 
prayed God to take both, if he took 


her. 


— 
n 
FIRE DS 


7 

75 

145 

8 

4 
1 
* 
1 
"= 
_ 
1 
"4 
*A 

** 
1 
1 F 

+ 


Den e 
n e 
3 


I 
. 
0 
| 


N „ « 
. . bs — 8 , ; FI 
REA * : 


_ Thx ” Gang rr SOT 


LOUISA MATHEWS, 105 
her. Mary Stephens begged me to aſſure 
the unfortunate mother, ſhe would take 
the child and nurſe it with her own, as 
ſhe hoped for God's bleſſing! I do be- 
lieve, ladies, this meſſage killed Jenny, 
for ſhe died the ſame day; and the 
bantling in Mary's left-arm is the child 


ſhe left behind her.“ —Gueſs, whether 


| 3 X a 
we did not feel an intereſt in every en- 


dearment ſhe beſtowed on the infant. 


« But you muſt be impatient to know 
what effect this conduct had upon her 
huſband. He acknowledged his fault, 
forſwore drink, and devoted his leiſure 
hours to aſſiſt his wife; carried her every 
penny he could earn, and they both ap- 
peared happy: but, half a year ago, Ro- 
bin was ſeized with a deep melancholy, 

Vol. I. F at 
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x06 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
at thinking he had wronged ſuch a good 
wife; it has ſettled on his brain, and he 
is now a confirmed lunatic. The mo- 
ther of the girl who ſeduced him, was 
ſo ſtruck with Mary Stephens's good- 
neſs, that ſhe takes care of the poor 
man, while his wife nurſes the children. 
Providence is very good to this poor 
woman; for ſhe often, through me, 
collects eight or ten ſhillings a week: 
and the Squire at Clift Houſe gives a 
ſhilling a week for each child,” 

« Could I rob you of this ſtory?“ — 
Lady Mary, after a pauſe of five mi- 
nutes, broke ſilence, with ſaying “ Had 
this woman but been an empreſs had 
this been related by Sterne, it would 
have been too much! God bleſs you, 

my 


1d 
u, 


LOUISA MATHEWS« roy 
my dear Eliza; make my love and com- 
pliments acceptable to all. 

F. NEwrox.“ 


« And this woman is an hoſtler's wife!” 
ſaid Miſs Mathews. 

The approving eyes of her father, and 
the Montagues, were fixed on Louiſa : 


there was not at the minute ſo proud a 


man in the kingdom as Mathews, 
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- 


0 


CHAP. XII. 


" TELL,” faid Charlotte, © 1 
muſt be humble, and aſk Lady 

Frances's pardon. I thought ſhe was | 

going to blazon forth her own good 


deeds, and that I abominate; but it is 


her way.” 

« We differ there,” ſaid Eliza.“ If 
ever ſhe does mention a charitable ac- 
tion performed by herſelf, it is only to 
thoſe whoſe purſes are deep; it is not to 
catch praiſe, but half guineas; and 1 
think her more amiable for relating, 
through this motive, what ſhe would 


indeed conceal, unleſs the unfortunate 
profited 
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profited by it.— Charlotte has had grace 
to make an apology.” : 

Lucy now acknowledged, that the 
tale was intereſting, and prettily told ; 
though, ſhe confeſſed, it was more calcu- 
lated to make a novel than a letter: but 
ſhe could not credit, with Eliza“ s faci- 
lity, the romantic, unnatural ſtory. La- 
dy Frances had ſuch a comprehenſive 
fancy, that ſhe could reconcile impoſ- 


ſibilities ro her own imagination. She 


creates circumſtances,” ſaid ſhe, out 


of airy nothing; and, having done ſo, 
grows. ſuch an enthuſiaſtic admirer and 
believer of her own invention, that ſhe 
would die for the truth of it next day.” 

For inſtance,” added Charlotte, 
te we were walking round the Square, 
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110 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
when a girl of eighteen, juſt at down- 


lying, ſolicited us to get her into the 
Lying-in Hoſpital, for ſhe had a large 


family to maintain. Odd numbers have 


charms; ſo Frances pitched upon ſeven, 
and directly made a purſe for the diſ- 
treſſed mother of ſeven helpleſs bairns ; 
and I doubt not, by this time, ſhe be- 
heves ſhe ſtood godmother to all.“ 

« William can ſet that ſtory right,” 
ſaid Eliza; © you confound two ſtories 
in one: but I think we had beſt change 
the ſubject,” Then, riſing from the 
breakfaſt-table, ſhe went to her harpſi- 
chord; and the ſeveral members of the 
family diſperſed, as inclination moved 
them,” 
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CHAP, AI. | 


HE young men had been com- 


miſſioned by their ſiſters to make 
the faſhionable lounge of St. James's 
Street, at the proper hour, to pick up 
ſome elegant additional dancers for the 
ball to be given the following evening. 
Cards had been ſent to a great many 
people ; but, being in June, the greater 
part of the diſtinguiſhed world were 
gone to the country. Both Lucy and 
Charlotte had, for the laſt week, con- 
trived to viſit every probable place 


where ſo deſirable an acquiſition could 


be gained; and, at Chriſtie's, were fortu- 
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112 LOUISA MATHEWS. 

nate enough to meet with their couſin, 
Jack Stanhope, leaning on the arm of 
Sir William Archer. It is true, that 
they generally contrived to cut Mr. 
Stanhope ; for he had little to recom- 
mend him to two very tfoniſi young wo- 
men. He was modeſt, diffident, and 
fincere—was the fon of a clergyman 
with a very large family, who had given 


him an excellent education, enabled him 

to take orders, and ſolicited Sir William 
1 Archer to get him a curacy, which had 

i | _ juſt been complied with. His perſon 

q | | Was neither good nor bad, nor had he a 
0 


handſome face; though, to make amends 
for this deficiency, he prepoſſeſſed an in- 
1 different perſon with an idea that he was 
"nn ſenſible, benevolent, and obliging.. To 
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 BOUISA MATHEWS» 113 
this gentleman—who almoſt heſitated 
whether he ſhould volunteer a bow to his 
great relatives, who had ſo often con- 
vinced him of the badneſs of their me- 
mories did theſe ladies vouchſafe a gra- 
cious How d' ye?“ When Jack, who 
was flattered to be thus accoſted before 
his friend by theſe elegant women, in- 
troduced Sir William Archer immedi- 
ately. © You mean to be with us to- 
morrow ?” ſaid Lucy. © To- morrow!“ 
| anſwered Stanhope ; © why, what is to- 
morrow ?”'—*© Why, a card has ſurely 
« been ſent you?” ſaid Charlotte— 
« We meant it, believe me.“ And ex- 
plaining the occaſion of a ball and ſup- 
per, and the continuance of their bro- 


thers in town, proteſted the thing would 
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114 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
be nothing without him. He accord- 
ingly promiſed to go; and promiſed, at 
their deſire, to bring Sir William alſo, 
Not a little elated with their ſucceſs, 
In ſecuring this elegant ſwain, they ſal- 
lied forth from the rooms; and, ordering 
the carriage to follow, walked up St. 
James's Street ; where George, and the 
Marquis of Pearcefield, were ſtanding at 
a fruiterer's door, in cloſe converſation. 
They knew not the gentleman, and the 
back of their brother was towards them. 
Then the Marquis ſaid, loud enough 
for the women to hear Two fine 
girls, by Heaven!” | 
George was provoked, when he dif- 
covered that this had been ſaid of his 
ſiſters; but the ladies were pleaſed; and, 
| = telling 
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telling their brother where they had ſeen 


Mr. Stanhope, and their ſucceſs in pre- 


vailing upon him to continue in town 
for their ball, politely aſked the Mar- 
quis, whether they might hope for the 
ſame ſucceſs with him. He had de- 
clined George's invitation, he ſaid; 


but he did not then know what he re- 


fuſed :—he ſhould certainly have the ho- 
nour of attending them. They now re- 
entered their carriage, and drove home; 
for the dinner-hour was not very diſtant. 
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116 LOUISA MATHEWS: 


CHAP. XIV. 
W HIL E this happened abroad, 


a different ſcene paſſed at home. 

Eliza and Miſs Mathews had devoted 
the morning to the harpſichord, a do- 
zen turns in the ſquare, and looking 
over ſome drawings which had merit 
enough to deſerve a nice finiſhing. As 
they were ſorting out the beſt, the ſer- 
vant announced Lord Bellhammond, who 
had particularly aſked for the ladies. 
Though the bluſhes of Louiſa were un- 
noticed by Miſs Montague, they were 
-not by his lordſhip: he deſigned to | 
give her time to recover, and therefore 
entered into that trifling kind of chat, 
5 | fo 
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ſo frequent between great lords and 


great ladies, where a great deal of no- 


thing was ſaid and laughed at; while 
Louiſa went on with her aſſortment, 
without in the leaſt regarding his lord- 
| ſhip. At length, turning to Louiſa, he 
aſſured her, that the town air agreed 
with her charmingly—ſhe had improved 
perfection. He hoped to ſee Mr. Ma- 
thews before he went abroad; for, if he 
choſe the living of Fair Lawn, on -the 
death of the preſent incumbent, it waited 
his acceptance. | 


ee 1 may anſwer for Mr. Mathews, I 


te think,” ſaid Eliza. | 
e So can I,” replied Louiſa . that 
my father declines it.“ 
De- 
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«© Declines it, Louiſa !—impoſſiblez 
my dear: it 1s worth five hundred a 
year. Is it not, my lord?“ 

Were it five thouſand, I verily be- 
lieve it would not tempt my father,” 

« Above four hundred, and under 
five.—I do not believe Miſs Mathews 
comprehends me,” replied Lord Bell- 
hammond. 

Ee Tt is becauſe I do comprehind Lord 


Bellhammond, that I venture to foretel 
my father's opinion.” 
ec Believe me, Louiſa, you do not 


conſider what you ſay, nor do you un- 
derſtand the greatneſs of the offer—Suf- 
fer me to explain, my dear.” 

e His lordſhip knows I comprehend 
him. Compared with ſome other offers, 
perhaps, I may with juſtice ſay, I un- 

derſtand 
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derſtand the littleneſs of the offer. I 


this particular favour to my father, be- 
cauſe I know he cannot accept of it; 


to him.” 

« You talk in myſtery, Louiſa— 
Neither my Lord nor I can comprehend 
you.” In a few moments the Earl took 
his departure; and the ladies went over 
the beſt part of the above diſcourſe 


5 again: when Louiſa, with that regard 
. to the peace of other people, which eve- 

ry heart not naturally bad muſt feel, en- 
* deavoured to lay the ſurprize ſhe had 
* raiſed in the boſom of her friend, by 
5 bing her father had good reaſon for re- 


nd jecting 


requeſt Lord Bellammond not to propoſe 


and that it's being entirely out of his 
power will create unpleaſant ſenſations 
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120 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
jecting any ſervices: from his lordſhip; 
but ſhe did not feel herſelf at liberty to 
relate what they were. She begged her 
friend not to condemn the ſeverity of 
her manner to his lordſhip—a recollec- 
tion of his conduct to Mrs. Goodricke 
brought it forth. | 

« IT enquire no farther,” ſaid Miſs 
Montague ; © but allow me to ſay, the 
reaſon muſt be great, which juſtifies. 
your refuſal of ſuch a favour in ſuch a 
manner.” 

« My father would periſh before he 
would accept any favour from Lord 
Bellhammond.” 


& Tt is ſufficient, Louiſa.” 
'The entrance of Mr. Abercrombie, at 
this moment, changed the converſation. 
| | This 


1. 
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This gentleman was the intimate friend 
of the family, from a very uncommon 
circumſtance.—The attachment he had 
for the late Mrs. Montague, prior to 
her marriage, and his amable and diſ- 
intereſted conduct upon the preference 
this lady gave his rival, had created 
both in the breaſt of Mr. Montague and 
his wife the fincereſt friendſhip and 
eſteem : and theſe ſentiments were im- 
planted in the heart of every child; who, 
in all moments. of difficulty—for even 
childhood has many to encounter —ap- 
plied to the advocate and mediator, 
Mr. Abercrombie; whoſe fortune, which 
ſome years ago had been large, was re- 
duced, from the very nobleneſs of his na- 
ture, His brother, the admiral, was 
in 
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122 LOUISA MATHEWS, 


in all ſenſes of the word a man of the 


firſt faſhion, Dogs, horſes, women, and 
gaming with a wife, and numerous fa- 


mily, to make theſe purſuits till more 
faſhionable—were the cauſes of his dying 
inſolvent, and leaving his widow very 
far gone in a decline; the conſequence 
of a life of diſſipation, merely adopted 
to drive away corroding thoughts at-the 


indifference of a huſband ſhe once ten- 
derly loved, toward herſelf, and neg- 


Je& of his affairs, which affected his 
children. | 

In this embarraſſing ſituation did 
Mr. Abercrombie, who continued ſtill 


a bachelor, ſtep forward, to adopt this 


unfortunate woman's children as his 
own. The family eſtate, which the late 
| admiral 


LOUISA MATHEWS, 129 
admiral poſſeſſed, was deeply mort- 
gaged, and no proviſion made for nine 


children, the eldeſt but eleven years of 


age. He ſettled all the annual income, 
the widow's jointure excepted, for the 
payment of juſt debts, and carried the 
family to his own houſe in the ſouth of 
France, where the phyficians had, pre- 
vious to the admiral's death, adviſed her 
to remove; and keeping the three boys 
behind, placed them at the high ſchool 
in Edinburgh. Within ſix months, 
however, the little girls were bereft of 
their worthy mother—for ſuch ſhe had 
truly been, notwithſtanding her diſſipa- 


tion, which was taken as a medicine to 


| baniſh a lowneſs of ſpirits, that ſhe 


often feared would affect her intellects 


and 
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and Abercrombie received them all un- 
der his own roof, to ſuperintend with 
his own eye the education of his nieces, 
For their ſakes, had this excellent uncle 
ſtill continued ſingle; and, by his wiſe 
management, the eſtate of his brother 
was reſtored to it's former ſplendour, be- 
fore it arrived at the hands of his ſon; 
but not without compelling Mr. Aber- 
crombie to ſell an eſtate which he had 
purchaſed on his return from India, 
where he had made, in the Company's 
ſervice, a very competent fortune, 
From the death of their mother, till 
Charles Abercrombie's coming of age, 
their uncle took every expence attend- 
ing the nine children upon himſelf, and 
he is at this time reaping the rewards of 
his 
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his benevolence; for, with the ſons and 
daughters of the houſe of Newcaſtle, we 
may juſtly ſay—* All the men are vali- 
ant, and the women virtuous,” ; | 
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CHAP. XV. 


S the family, Mr. Abercrombie, 
Lord Haleborough, Mr. Arran, 
and Jack Stanhope, were whiling away 


the moſt tedious minutes in the four 
and twenty hours—the time between the 
aſſembling of company and dinner—with 
turning over a book of drawings, 
thrumming a tune with one hand, and 
ſkimming over a newſpaper, the ſervant 
announced that it was ready: when 
the three Miſs Montagues were imme- 
diately proffered the hands of Lord 
Haleborough, Mr, Arran, and Mr. Ma- 
thews; while George and William alike 


8 


ſtepped 
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Repped forward to beſpeak the like fa- 
vour from Louiſa, © Chuſe, Madam,” | 
ſaid William: when old Montague 
aſſured them, it was an aukward ſitua» 
tion for a lady to be in, and he was Don 
Quixote, come to deliver her; ſo, taking 
her hand, which was moſt unwillingly 
relinquiſhed by George, if we dare 
judge from appearances, he ſeated his 
lovely partner at the table between his 
ſon and himſelf: for the younger la- 
dies had judged it improper to be too 
civil to a-perſon in Miſs Mathews's ſitu- 


ation, and therefore rather abruptly took 


what they conceived to be the firſt ſeats 
at their father's table; an inattention 
which was marked by Eliza, who always 
ſought to raiſe the humble, but happily 
. unregarded 


unregarded by Loviſa, who rather 
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placed any forgetfulneſs on the ſcore of 
good-breeding in the Miſs Montagues 
to levity, than to deſign ; for ſhe could 
not think ſo unworthy a propenſity 
dwelt in the human heart. — Thus did 
ſhe blunt the ſhafts which were ſo con- 
ſtantly, and ſo unprovokedly, levelled 
againſt her— — 

* If ignorauce is bliſs, tis folly to be wiſe.”? 
For, had ſhe been educated in what is 
termed life, ſhe would have had reaſon 


to revolt fifty times a day, at the pre. 
meditated neglects of Lucy and Char- 


lotte. One would deſire her to read, and 


inſtantly begin a converſation with her 
ſiſter 


r OE OR 


— 


ner 
ter 
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ſiſter about the drawing-room, or the 
cauſe of a difference between her parti- 
cular friends. If ſhe was relating any 
rhing in the courſe of converſation, ſhe 
often met with total abſence from her 
hearers; or—“ Your pardon, my dear; 
you muſt tell it me by and bye; for I'm 
ſo buſy—” At the firſt moment, ſhe felt 
furried at ſuch conduct; but a little re- 
flection made her juſtly conclude, that 
this behaviour injured themſelves, not 
her. What a contraſt was Eliza to her 
ſiſters! Like her! father, ſhe received 
Miſs Mathews as another Miſs Mon- 
tague—there was no difference—the 
ſame friendly eaſe and good-nature pre- 


vailed to them all alike, and made 
W G Louiſa 
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Louiſa ſtill more aſſiduous to de- 
| ſerve the friendſhip and affection of 
A woman ſhe conſidered ſo truly eſti- 


mable. 
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CH AP. XVI. 


| HEN the converſation at table 


was pretty general, George ſaid 
to Louiſa—*< T long to know your opi- 


nion of the ſtory we heard at breakfaſt : 


do you think there can be ſuch a 
character in nature as this Mary Ste- 
phens?“ 

« Moſt aſſuredly what is ſo natural 
as to endeavour to reclaim thoſe we 
love?“ 

ee Very true; but can we love thofe 
who uſe us ill, who behave treacnerautf 


ly, who forfeit our elteern ?” 


| I 

e That affection, which could = l 

withdrawn on the firſt offence, wou'!:! 
*&' 2 ill 
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ill deſerve the name. I think the repe- 
tition of injuries would forfeit our 
efteem wholly, but not juſtify us for de- 
ſerting the object of ſuch a connexion, 
Some parents are more attached to the 


child they have ofteneſt chaſtiſed, 


97 


than 


« And there is more joy in heaven,” 
ſaid William—who had, unobſerved, 
been liſtening very attentively to both— 


«© over one repentant ſinner, you know; 


than over ninety and nine juſt per- 


ſons.” . 
ee But,” ſaid George, © you urge the 
near connexion as the plea for forgive- 


neſs—I think that very circumſtance 


makes the error more unpardonable.” 
Louiſa 
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Louiſa replied—< I agree with you 


there: the error, on the man's part, is 
more unpardonable; but the ties, on the 
part of his wife, to forgive, and to try 
to reclaim him, are drawn tighter by 
the one and the ſame circumftance— 


marriage, Eſteem may be baniſhed; 


but a recollectioh of paſt regard, blend- 
ed with preſent pity, will ſupply it's 
place, and have the ſame apparent ef- 
fect over our actions.“ 

« Lucy and I have gone over that 
ſubje& this morning,” ſaid William 
% we neither convinced the other, 
though we tugged hard for this pur- 
poſe: ſhe, by a ſtring of very . 
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« For mercy's ſake!” rejoined George, 
don't get her from her altitudes juſt 
now. She's canvaſſing the altar-piece of 
Weſt with Arran, who is blind as a 
beetle; and, had he his eyes, under- 


ſtands no more of the matter than my 


dog Tray: and, for that very reaſon, 


painting is his favourite ſubject. Con- 


ſcious of his deficiency, he thinks every 


body diſcovers it; and in the attempt to 
blind the world, becomes the herald of 
his own folly.” 


« Lower,” ſaid William; © the hound 


has ears.” 


Very true,” ſaid his brother; © but 
nature gave him ſo large a portion of va- 
nity, I defy you to mortify him.” 

| 8 


hs 
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« He is ſo tenderly attached to his 
perſon, Miſs Mathews,” whiſpered Wil- 
liam, * that. he ſleeps in chicken 


| gloves, waſhes his face with milk of. 


rofes, and never encounters the night | 
air, but in a rocquelare and ſedan, I 
have a good joke in ſtore for the even- 
ing. He imagines he dances to a mi- 
racle; and I mean he ſhall have enough 
of it, for once in his life, to-night: for 
I have let half a dozen ſpirited girls 
into my plan, and they promiſe he ſhall 
not ſit ſtill for a minute. I enjoy the 
very idea: if he flags, Lucy and Char- 
lotte are both in the plot, and he cans 
not eſcape; and then comes my finale. 
Lady Eleanor Palmington, the great 
heireſs, vows ſhe will, upon my giving 
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the cue, requeſt him to dance a mi- 
nuet: he ſhall be fit to ride his own 
race-horſe next 4 . or never truſt me 
for a plot again. 

« Arran will weather it all,” ſaid 
George; © he is a * pocket Her- 
cules.“ 

« The Hercules!” ſaid Mr. Arran, 
who had caught the laſt word; © do you 
mean the ineſtimable one on the right 
hand, George?” 

« No; I mean à very briginal one on 
the left-hand,” he teplic ed: which, as 
Mr. Arran ſat in that ſituation. to 
George, had tickled William's fancy 
moſt extremely. What, George, ſaid 
his brother, e that made UP, patched- 
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« Aye, a ſad daub!” 
c Why, you ſaid it was an origins E* 
ſaid Arran. 

e Yes, of a very bad maſter! Not 
leſs an original for that, you know. 
The owner, I verily believe, is the only 
perſon who ſets any ſtore by it.” 

Poor Louiſa could ſcarcely avoid 
fniling, though ſhe condemned ſatire, 
particularly in the houſe of the ſatiriſt— 
ſhe thought it inhoſpitable, though the 
object was ignorant of it. She feared, 
leſt the moſt inſignificant proof of be- 
ing entertained, ſhould be conſtrued 
into an approval of what, in her heart, 
ſhe condemned. | 

After the firſt courſe, ſalvers of cham- 
paigne, burgundy, &c. were brought 

G 5 round; 
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round; when Lucy faid—<, Louiſa, do 
taſte champaigne; I dare ſay you will 
like it.” Every body's eyes were turn- 
ed on Miſs Mathews, who ſaw no rude- 
neſs in this ſpeech ; though the beſt part 
of the Montagye family thought the 
remark was ill-natured, as it informed 
ſtrangers, who were not entitled to 
know, that Louiſa had not been much 
accuſtomed to gentlemen's tables, at 
leaſt of a certain rank. From theſe 
circumſtances, however trivial, Mr. 
Mathews foreboded his daughter would 
not be ſuffered to grow proud, without 
meeting a timely check from two ladies 
who ſeemed to ſeck for opportunities to 
humble her, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Montague was the beſt calcu- 
lated landlord to do the honours of his 
own table of any man I know: he 
promoted eaſe and chearfulneſs in his 
gueſts—he kept the moſt elegant eſta- 
bliſhment, and loved fociety—ſo that 
his table was generally filled with good 
company. To any man, for whom he 
had a particular eſteem, he would ſay 
« A plate is always to'be laid for you : 
the oftener you come, the more you 
oblige me.“ And as this conduct was 


never changed, unleſs it was merited, 


his friends were ſecure of paſſing a ſa- 


tisfactory day with a perſon whom to 
know and eſteem was the ſame thing. 
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140 LOUISA MATHEWS, 


CHAP, YR. 


As balls and ſuppers, when they 
come to be magnificent, are very 


much alike, I ſhall not deſcribe the 


particulars of one truly ſuperb, nor the 
pleaſures it afforded to all the rank and 
faſhion in town, I ſhall only mention 
a new trait of Charlotte's avidity to 


make known to her acquaintance the 


_ dependant ſituation of Miſs Mathews, 


whoſe beauty and elegance made her the 
object of general admiration. The 
Marquis of Pearcefield was uttering a 


_ profuſion of gallantry to Lucy, who 
had promiſed him her hand for a mi- 
nuer, when Charlotte joined them on 

the 


e ; 5 . 8 * 
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the ſame ſopha. George had ſeized this 
moment to aſk Miſs Mathews to dance 
with him, ſome time in the courſe of the 
evening. The firſt,” ſaid he, I muſt 
encounter with Lady Eleanor Palming- 
ton; the ſecond, with Lady Suſan For- 
reſter: but allow me to hope I ſhall be 
rewarded, for doing the duties of the 
evening, with your hand for the third.“ 
She ſaid, Miſs Montague had en- 
couraged her with approving a private 
exhibition in the morning, and made 
it a point with her to dance. She feared 
ſhe ſhould difgrace him; but, if he ſtill 
had courage to lead her out, ſhe was 
diſengaged- She had only Mrs. Good- 
ricke and her father to teach her; and 

ſhe trembled at the idea of beginning. 
1 Graceful 
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142 LOUISA MATHEWS. 


* Grinefuli in every thing you look, 
fay, or move! why ſhould you encou- 
rage the falſe idea that you can be 
otherwiſe, Miſs Mathews ?” 

t fear, I ſhall ſoon convince you of 
your miſtake, Sir.” 

&« If that ſuffuſion of cheek is occa- 
Hours by what you imagine to be a 
compliment, let me ſet you right. 1 
do not mean it as ſuch, 1 give you no 
merit for your unbounded attractions. 
You cannot be otherwiſe.” _ ; 

She now thought that the wine had 
circulated pretty freely ; and, joining 
Miſs Montague, was beckoned by Char- 
lotte from the oppoſite ſide of the room, 
who perceived the eyes of the Marquis 
to be fixed upon her as ſhe moved; and 


ſeeing 


us 
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' ſeeing him whiſper Lucy, heard Charlotte 
reply She is daughter to Mathews, 


and companion to my ſiſter, Miſs Mon- 
tague. '—< She is pretty, ſaid the Mar- 


quis, in a cool indifferent way. 


« J think. ſo,” faid 88 * 


have forgot my handkerchief, Miſs 
Mathews; it lays on my table I'll trou- 


ble you for it.“ 


« Does any body think otherwiſe of 
her?” ſaid the Marquis. 

« We have made converts of two,” 
added Charlotte. She is certainly 
handſome. 1 hope t to God ſhe does not 
mean to dance; for, I fear, ſhe has had 
no opportunity of learning.“ | 

% Upon my ſoul, ” replied the Mar- 
guis, © it is a novelty to hear a beau- 
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to wiſh to preferve her from expoſing 
herſelf!” 


tions of women in general ; but I can- 
Not enter into a defence of my ſex juſt 
now.—The next time we meet, I ſhall 
take your lordſhip to taſk,” ſaid Char- 

lotte, as the Marquis led out her fiſter, 
The ball was opened by the Prince 
of Heſſe and Miſs Montague; the 
Duke of Portman and Charlotte; the 
Marquis and Lucy; the Ducheſs of Port- 
man and William Montague; Lady 
Eleanor Palmington and George; Lady 
Suſan Forreſter and the Farl of Clifton; 
who danced the long minuet to ad- 
miration. I never ſaw it equalled in 
| my 


| tiful woman allow another to be fo, or 


c J ſee you entertain very high no- 
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my life. 'They were, one and all, picked 
dancers. The Marquis was reckoned 
the firſt performer of a minuet in Eng- 
land; every movement was exquilite ; 
and my reader may gueſs what I thought 


of it, when I acknowledge that, fome 
years ago, I went thirty miles: for the 


pleaſure of ſeeing him in this ſituation. | 

When this unequalled ſet had con- 
cluded, country-dances began, and old 
Montague joined in the ſport; when, 
aſking the Ducheſs of Portman to ho- 
nour him, ſhe declined it at firſts but 
added. I wiſh you would let me ap» 
point a. proxy. I am enraptured with 


that young? lady in tlie French green 


She ſeems unnoticed. I-wiſh you would 
her. due; Sor. 1 never beheld lands. | 
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beautiful creature For God's fake, who 


is ne? | 
I'll lead her out firſt, and tell your 
Grace afterwards,” replied Mr. Monta- 


gue: and, to the unſpeakable pleaſure of 
her father, led out Louiſa; who, feeling 


herſelf reſtored from the little rub 
Charlotte had given her, performed to a 


miracle. George was tranfcendantly 
happy. His father had conferred on 
| Louiſa a diſtinction, in the eyes of the 


company, he was anxious to obtain for 


her when he ſought her hand for the 
third dance. This event was beyond his 
moſt ſanguine expectations. At firſt, 
ſhe felt abaſhed ; but the encouraging 
nod of Eliza, who had obſerved, with 
infinite ſatisfaction, ſome of the plea- 

ſing 


m 


LOUISA MATHEWS, T47 
ſing emotions which played about the 
heart of her brothers venerable tutor, 
caught the infection, and conveyed it 
to Louiſa, During this dance, Lord 
Bellhammond made his appearance, and 
joined with the admirers , of exquiſite 
eaſe in praiſing the performance of 
Miſs Mathews : and, however incredi- 
ble the affirmation may appear. to ſuch 
readers as have never dwelt within the 
verge of a royal court, he had the aſto- 
niſhing confidence to walk up to Mr. 
Mathews, and compliment him upon 
the ſubject; who turned ſhort upon his 
heel, and forbore a reply. An old lady 
thought Mathews was deaf; and, pulling 
his fleeve, told him Lord Bellham- 
mond had approved of Louiſa's dan- 


eing. 
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148 LOUISA MATHEWS, 

cing. © I know it,” ſaid he. And en- 
tered into converſation with Sir William 
Archer immediately ; while the noble 
peer had that within which, thank God! 
I am not able to deſcribe from experi- 
ence. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


ADY Berkland had brought her 
ſon, Sir George, with her, who had 
unexpectedly arrived in town, from 


Oxford, on the previous evening. Since 
old Mr. Montague had condeſcended to 
dance with Miſs Mathews, ſhe thought 
it would not degrade her to be civil to 
her in the courſe of the evening. But 
an event, which ſtung her ladyſhip 
to the quick, ſoon put all theſe humane 
intentions to flight, Sir George had re- 
queſted Eliza to aſk that Iady—point- 
ing out Louiſa—to dance with him; 
and Eliza had performed the commiſſion 
with ſucceſs. Louiſa had not enquired 
who 
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150 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
who the ſolicitor was, as Miſs Monta- 
gue's recommendation was ſufficient 


with her: when the baronet's mother 
was ſhocked to behold her ſon lead 


forth, in the eyes of all the world of 


| diſtinction, a little country girl, whom 
nobody knew—the daughter of a man 
in orders, it was true, but without a 
penny of preferment; an itinerant par- 
ſon—as ſhe was pleaſed to call him, in 
confidence to her friends—who tra- 
velled and taught for a livelihood. She 
wondered at Sir George's meanneſs, and 


the wench's preſumption ! A man of Sir 


George's rank and faſhion— . 

Miſs Montague ſaw Lady Berkland 
look diſtraite; and, as her ladyſhip's 
eyes were levelled full at the offenders, 

ſhe 
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ſhe required no great penetration to diſ- 
cover the cauſe. Without one ſpark of 
pride—ſave that which would preſerve 
her from the commiſſion of a mean or 
little ation—ſhe, nevertheleſs, pitied 
any perſon who was afflicted with this 
tyrannical diſeaſe. She ſaw the pain and 
torment it gave it's poſſeſſors; and, from 
univerſal benevolence, wiſhed to apply 
ſome relief even to pangs waich deſerve 
no commiſeration. She accordingly re- 
ſerved a lady of quality for Sir George's 


partner, after the two dances were over: 


and aſking Mr. Mathews whether he 


believed Louiſa could venture a minuet, 
as ſhe had a particular reaſon for the 
queſtion; he replied, he had no fears 
upon the occaſion, as Miſs Mathews 
had 
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152 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
had learnt of one of the beſt maſters and 
frequently practiſed with his daughter in 
the country; who had caught their 
manner ſo exactly, that ſhe was, in fact, 
Vidonis ſcholat. She then requeſted 
Lord Haleborough to lead her out; 
which management had the deſired ef. 
fects of reſtoring Lady Berkland's feel. 
ings to their original harmony, and 
bringing forth an almoſt unequalled ta- 
lent in her diffident friend, for whom 
ſhe already felt the ſincereſt regard 
At twelve o'clock, a moſt ſplendid ſup- 
per occaſioned a pauſe to the dancers of 


a very agreeable nature: at half paſt one 
it was, however, reſumed, and continued 
till four; when the company departed, 
moſt thoroughly ſatisfied with the en- 

tertainment 
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fertainment of the evening; one circum- 


ſtance alone having interfered to ſuſpend 


their pleaſure for a moment—the in- 
diſpoſition of Mr. Arran, who had re- 


ceived} the full exerciſe both George 


and William Montague had ſo aſſidu- 
ouſly marked out for him. At the ninth 
dance he was cooked completely ; at the 
tenth, he was abſolutely diſbed; and, at 
the twelfth, he was quite done up. The 
ladies entreated; but ſome humane 
tabby, at Arran's elbow, always brought 
him off, by adviſing him to recover 
himſelf during another dance; and the 
pre-determined tormentors were obliged 
to relinquiſh their ſport, till William 
had the- ill-nature, or fun—which you 
pleaſe—to apply to the forlorn hope, 
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154 ' LOUISA MATHEWS. 

the rich, the handſome, the ſatirical 
heireſs of Palmington; who, pretend- 
ing not to know Mr. Arran had been 
unwell, affured him, ſhe had deter- 
mined to dance her ſecond minuet with 
him, as ſhe had told the Marquis of 
Pearcefield, who was half enraged at 
her for refuſing him. Had this poor 
unfortunate devil had but one leg, he 
would have accpted the challenge of 
Lady Eleanor Palmington, as he de- 
voutly believed it would make him the 
envy of half the men in the room. The 
temptation, like all other temptations 
not withſtood, was ſoon followed by re- 
pentance; for, in the middle of the 
performance, he fainted away on the 


floor, which cauſed an alarm: however, 
he 
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155 
he ſpeedily recovered; was placed in a 


chair; and, in a couple of days, was 
not only able, but, I verily believe, wil- - - 
ling, to exhibit a perſon he had the 


higheſt poſſible opinion of, notwith- 
ſtanding. the Proof he had had of it's 
frailty. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


\HE morning arrived ; when the 
filters of the Montagues, and 
daughter of Mathews, were aſſembled 
in the breakfaſt-parlour, to bid theſe 
dear connections adieu! George's eyes 
were exceſſively ſwoln, which he attri- 
buted to want of ſleep; but a tremulous 


voice betrayed they had another cauſe 


for being ſo. They took frequent but 
tranſient views of Louiſa, who caught 
them upon her : ſhe felt a confuſion ſhe 
could not account for ; but ſhe had lit- 
tle leiſure to aſk herſelf the queſtion. 
The parting with her father, ſhe verily 
believed, was the ſole cauſe of a more 
cruel 
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cruel depreſſion of ſpirits than yet ſhe 
had ever experienced. Her. father felr 
the conviction, that the unuſual weight 
which lay on his mind, was alone occa- 
ſioned by quitting a child, infinitely 

more dear to him from the ſorrow ſhe 
had cauſed at her birth, which dwelt 


on his mind with a tender remembrance, 


making deſeription bankrupt. There is 


a ſympathy in amiable min nds which 
renders language unneceſſary, Louiſa's 
eye read, with avidity, what paſſed i in 
her father's mind. Can I ever make 
my loved parent amends,” faid ſhe, 
« for what I have coſt him ? Let me 
hope the power will, at ſome period 


not very diſtant, be in proportion to the 


inclination my heart has ever felt.” 
H 3 She 
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158 LOUISA MATHEWS, 

She ſtood with her father at the window; 
when George, from the oppoſite fide, 
had rivetted his eyes on this captivating 
object of paternal affeftion, Old Mon- 
tague had fent for Mathews and his ſons 
to ſtep into his room, as he never roſe 
till eleven o'clock. George lingered 
behind for an inftant—a paleneſs ſpread 
over his countenance, He ſtaggered to 


the window Louiſa ſtill remained in; and 


with an emotion he tried to ſuppreſs, 
ſaid “ I am going, Miſs Mathews ! but 
my mind will attend upon you, and my 
prayers be offered up for your happineſs. 
If I have ſaid roo much, pardon me— 


you know not the pangs my ſoul feels 


at this criſis, moſt amiable of women! 
May 
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May your babe. be e to 
your merits.“ 
| God knows e ſhe wiſhed to 
have interrupted him in this ſpeech, but 


| ſhe certainly had not the power: the 
| ſteps of a female, cloſe to the door, 
brought George to the recollection of 
his father's meſſage. 


It was Miſs Montague who now 


pw _ ww ra yu 


made her appearance. Exert your- 
ſelf, my dear Louiſa, leſt your tears diſ- 
treſs your father; they are moſt natural : 

1 have but to place myſelf ; in your fi- 


tuation to feel it—in my own, to reſpect 


your ſorrows. If friendſhip can render 
them tranſient, they will be ſo.—Mr. 
Mathews,” ſaid ſhe, as he entered the 
room, © let us make a bargain: every 
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160 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
attention you pay my brothers, ſhall be 
paid twofold to Louiſa by me.” 

« And every kindneſs Mr. Monta- 
gue ſhews to my father, ſhall be regiſ- 
tered in my heart, and be diſcharged in 
prompt payments of gratitude.” 

« Every thing is ready,” ſaid the 
ſervant to Mathews, who took Eliza's 
hand.“ God bleſs Miſs Montague!“ 

She put forth her cheek—* God bleſs 
you, my friend! may we all be collected 
together again, to tell over the events 
of your travels.” 

Both Lucy and Charlotte followed 


Eliza's example. A good notion!” 


ſaid William; „ let it go through.“ 
He ſaluted Miſs Mathews; while the 


diffident George had ſcarcely power to 


follow 
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follow the ſteps of his younger brother : 
a univerſal tremor communicated itſelf 
from him to the weeping Louiſa, Un- 
obſerved, ſhe ſhrunk from his ardent 
gaze; and, leaning on her father's arm, 
accompanied him to the door of the 


chaiſe. The child and parent again 


embraced; and the carriage was in 


motion. 

Am I tedious in this relation? Ac- 
knowledge it not, if I am. If ye 
have ever known the extatic endearment 
of parental affection—if ye have ever 
felt the undeſcribable thrill of perfect, 
chaſte, and honourable paſion—if ye 
have ever enjoyed the ſocial hours of do- 
meſtic love, in the very boſom of friend- 
ſhip—ye will not only pardon, but ap- 

Fi -£ prove, 
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160 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
attention you pay my brothers, ſhall be 
paid twofold to Louiſa by me.” 

* And every kindneſs Mr. Monta- 
gue ſhews to my father, ſhall be regiſ- 
tered in my heart, and be diſcharged in 
prompt payments of gratitude.“ 

« Every thing is ready,” ſaid the 
ſervant to Mathews, who took Eliza's 
hand.“ God bleſs Miſs Montague!“ 
| She put forth her cheek—* God bleſs 
you, my friend! may we all be colle&ed 
together again, to tell over the events 
of your travels.” 

Both Lucy and Charlotte followed 


** 


» 


Eliza's example. A good notion 
faid William; „ let it go through.“ 
He ſaluted Miſs Mathews; while the 
diffident George had ſcarcely power to 
| 2 | follow 
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follow the ſteps of his younger brother: 
a univerſal tremor communicated itſelf 
from him to the weeping Louiſa. Un- 
obſerved, ſhe ſhrunk from his ardent 
gaze; and, leaning on her father's arm, 


accompanied him to the door of the 


| chaiſe. The child and parent again 


embraced; and the carriage was in 


motion. 

Am TI tedious in this relation? Ac- 
knowledge it not, if I am. If ye 
have ever known the extatic endearment 
of parental affection—if ye have ever 
felt the undeſcribable thrill of perfect, 
chaſte, and honourable paſſion—if ye 
have ever enjoyed the ſocial hours of do- 
meſtic love, in the very boſom of friend- 
ſnip—ye will not only pardon, but ap- 
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every human creature in the 


life. 
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CHAP; XX. 


N five minutes time, both Lucy and 
Charlotte had forgotten the few tears 
which dimmed their eyes, at bidding 
farewel to their brothers. Poor Eliza! 
I might have included her, alſo, had not 


the weeping Loviſa excited her's longer | 


from ſympathy. Miſs Mathews per- 


ſuaded herſelf, that her tears flowed for 
her father; but, indeed, though half 
unknown to herſelf, they would have 
dried ſome hours earlier, had not the 
recollection of what George had ſo de- 
{pondingly uttered dwelt in her mind. 


His tone of voice ſtill vibrated in her 
- "<> ear 
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164 LOUISA MATHEWS, 


ear; his attitude was impreſſed on her 
eye; and every-word he had ſpoken en- 


graved on her heart. The girls had 


| propoſed a walk in Kenſington Gar- 
dens, to wear off the length of a day 
ſo dampt at the beginning; and the 


carriage was ordered at two: at which 


| time, Eliza was to be ſet down at Lady 


Berkland's, who had told her, on the 
preceding night, that The had ſomething 
particular to ſay to her, and begged her 


to name her time, which ſhe accord- 
ingly did as above. As ſoon as the 


ladies were ready—which was half an 
hour beyond the time of appointment— 
Eliza fulfilled the remainder of her en- 
gagement; and found her friend impa- 
tiently waiting her arrival, to perform a 

I commiſſion 


ON 
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commiſſion Lord Bellhammond had re- 


queſted of her to communicate to Miſs 


Montague ſome days ago: which was, 


to propoſe a moſt elligible offer to Miſs 


Mathews ; and which, out of regard to 


his niece, Miſs Eglingtown, he was anxi- 
ous to have attended with ſucceſs. She 


was an heireſs of good fortune, who 
had hitherto been bred up at Mrs. 


Terry's ſchool, at Kenſington; for the 


two laſt years of which ſhe had been a 
parlour-boarder : but, as ſhe had now 
attained her ſeventeenth year, her uncle 
and guardian, Lord Bellhammond, had 


thoughts of taking her home, to do 


the honours of his houſe. In this ſi- 
tuation, ſhe required an elegant woman, 


to be as her friend, and to attend her 


to 
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166 | LOUISA MATHEWS. 
to all public places; for which ſhe 
' ſhould receive one hundred a year, 


and have every attention paid her, the 
ſame as his niece: and he lament- 


ed ſo much to find that Eliza had en- 


gaged Miſs Mathews, that it had almoſt 


broken his Jordſhip's plan; and Miſs 
Eglingtown was afraid that her uncle 


would continue her where ſhe now was 


for another year; which induced Lady 


| Berkland to comfort the girl, by offering 


to talk over the matter with Miſs Mon- 
tague. © I know you wiſh to promote 
every body's welfare,” ſaid ſhe; *©* and 


therefore I mention theſe particulars : 


but Louiſa has ſtill a claim upon me, 


to do her a ſervice when I can, for ſne 
1 v8 
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is my god-daughter. I ſuppoſe you 


know that?? = 

« No! Miſs Mathews never men- 
tioned that.” 

« I wonder at it!“ faid her ladyſhip: 
ee ſhe has ſo much pride, that I wonder 
ſhe could conceal any circumſtance that 
did her honour. Her father was tutor 
to my ſfon—I diſmiſſed him at a mo- 


ment's warning. He kept the child—as 
he then was—from his dinner near two 


hours beyond his time, becauſe he had 


not begged pardon of one of the ſer- 
vants, of whom, he had unthinkingly 


told an untruth. But I now bear him 


no reſentment, nor yet his child : I wiſh 


to ſerve her, as I have already ſaid. Do 
you decide for her, Miſs Montague?” 


cc Im- 


is . . I ENNIS 8 2 — K ͤ K 2 22 r _— . — — — 
So ire CE IEG ot ES. PETS — ny — ea, = B oo Fre, or — — — — . — a 
— —— — — re 8 5 — — DL 2 25 ER - 


— 


168 LOUISA MATHEWS. 

© Impoſſible, Madam! I will, as the 
ſalary is fo large, mention it's advan- 
tages to Louiſa; but ſhe alone can de- 
cide. 1 ſhall regret the parting with 
her; but I will not tell her ſo, which 
will enable her to take that ſtation ſhe 
likes beſt : for I have no reaſon to be- 
lieve her father would heſitate abour 
placing her in a family equally unex- 
ceptionable with our own.” | 

Lord Bellhammond is a very ſaint 
upon earth his character is a ſanction- 
ed one—a wife living, though ſeparated, 
and the niece in the houſe !” 

Very true; but I have my doubts 
whether Louiſa will think with us.— 
Your ladyſhip ſhall know the reſult.” 


'T he 


nt 
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The relation of this was neceſſary to 
my hiſtory ; and the ſame regard to the 
thread which weaves it, carries me into 
Kenſington Gardens; where the other 
Miſs Montagues and Louiſa were walk- 
ing, attended by the Marquis of Pearce- 
field, Sir William Archer, and Sir 
George Berkland, who had both fortu- 
nately and accidentally joined the other 
two gentlemen, five minutes before the 
ladies made their appearance. He had 
received ſo ſevere a rating from his 
noble mother, in her way home from 
Miſs Montague's ball, for dancing with 
a low creature, that he meant not to 
get in Miſs Mathews's way, believing 


that a few interviews. would endanger 


his peace, for ſo lovely a being he had 
| never 
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170 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
never beheld. He thought, the firſt 


impreſſion ſhe had made upon him 
was more ſerious than he had ever ex- 


perienced from all the fine eyes of Ox- 
ford; and, convinced that it was poſſi- 
ble to be in love at firſt ſight, and to be 
miſerable in conſequence of it, he re- 
ſolved to avoid her while he had ſtrength 
to do ſo. 


CHAP. 


P. 
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CH AP. XXI. 


CARCE had he joined the Mar- 
quis and Sir William Archer, when 


the former began with“ Damme, 


Berkland, for your luck laſt night! I 
was juſt at liberty to aſk that exquiſite 
creature to dance—having got rid of 
Lucy Montague, whom I compare to a 
burr, ſhe ſticks fo cloſe when I heard 
you engage her. Who and what 1s ſhe, 
for God's fake? One moment, I under- 
ſtood ſhe was a dependant—the next, I 
ſaw old Montague lead her out. Theſe 
are ſuch contradictions, I cannot recon- 
cile them!“ 
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172 LOUISA MATHEWS. 


c I take it, ſhe's fair game!“ faid Sir 
William Archer. Lucy Montague 
ſent her of errands; and expreſſed her- 
ſelf hurt at her father's forgetting him- 
ſelf, as ſhe termed it. She is either the 


| ſteward or houſekeeper's daughter, I 


fancy.—From Charlotre, I learnt her fa- 
ther was a domeſtic.” 
« True, replied Sir George: her 


father is a domeſtic, but a very good 


gentleman. Mr. Mathews was ſon to a 
man of very ancient family and great 
property ; but, all at once, they were 
cruelly reduced by the chances of re- 
bellion. The eſtate was deſtroyed by 
the Pretender's party; and the owner was 
ſo miſerable at beholding the deſtruction 


of a manſion he had raiſed himſelf, that 
| his 
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his ſenſes forſook him. He married 
I mean, Miſs Mathews's father —his own 
firſt couſin ; who was a woman of un- 
common beauty, and more attached to 
her lover from his unexpected misfor- 
tunes. ' She died in child-bed of this 
girl; which is her true hiſtory, believe 
me, Mr. Mathews was my tutor for- 


merly, and a worthier man never ex- 
iſted.“ 


« am glad,” ſaid the Marquis, 1 
have ſuch authority for my intelli- 
gence; for, Who is ſhe?” is a common 
enquiry,” 

Here they were agreeably ſurprized 
to meet with the Miſs Montagues and 
their charming friend; who, though ſhe 
looked lovely on the preceding evening 

tO 
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to an uncommon. degree, appeared infi- 
nitely more ſo by day-light : but, had 
the charms of perſon been ſpared her, 
there was a ſomething irreſiſtibly 
pleaſing in her voice and manner to a 
man of a contemplative turn of mind. 
She had a conſcious dignity in her na- 
ture, which was evident in every thing 
the ſaid; and the tender recollection of 
the morning ſcene had diffuſed a ſoſt 
languor over her whole frame, which 
awakened in every boſom a kindred 
ſympathy. Vain were all the reſolu- 
tions Sir George Berkland had formed to 
forget her: this was not a time for 
reflection. He ſuffered himſelf to con- 
verſe with Louiſa; and, in doing ſo, he 
put it out of his own power to make a 
retreat. 


e 


. 
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retreat. To Sir William Archer, who 
was a man of much obſervation, and not 
eaſily involved in the labyrinth of love, 


it was evident that, while the Marquis 


of Pearcefield paid the moſt laviſh com- 
pliments to Lucy, his whole attention 
was taken up by Louiſa. But, ſchooled 
in art, he knew he muſt aſſume a mark- 
ed preference to the Miſs Montagues, 
to inſure him a ready and frequent ac- 
ceſs to Louiſa ; a matter of great con- 
ſequence, at a time when they were pre- 
paring to go to their ſummer reſidence; 
which, being only at the diſtance of 
thirteen miles from the metropolis, was 
acceſſible to their friends in London, 
on occaſions of dinners and balls. Four 

o'clock 
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o'clock reminded the ladies they had 
ſtill a little toiletting to undergo ; and, 
being handed to their carriage by the 
beaus, they departed. 
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N the evening, Miſs Montague took 
an opportunity of relating to Louiſa 
every particular which had occurred in 
the converſation between her and Lady 
Berkland ; and, premiſing it with an aſ- 
ſurance of friendſhip and eſteem, con- 
cluded with ſaying, ſhe could not 
juſtify the witholding ſuch an offer of | 
advancement from Miſs Mathews, 1 
though the communication of it mili- i 
tated againſt her own intereſt. She 
then, without having any motive but 
Louiſa's benefit in view, related the | 
whole; and received in anſwer, what 1 
. 1 ſhe 


1 CPU” = 
—— — 


Een" IT IS 2 


- eaten 
I = AI — = 
— —— — 


. 


— 


— —— — 

== __——_— II 

— . — — 
— =" 


i 
- — —— 
2 -- 


* 


178 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
ſhe had partly expected, a negative 
from Louiſa; yet, as ſhe conſidered 
that this ſituation would be in every 
reſpect advantageous to her friend, ſhe 
conceived that ſhe ought to try to ſerve 
her, even againſt her own intereſt, 
«+ Notwithſtanding your determination, 
Miſs Mathews,” faid Eliza, © I muſt 
mark out to you the extreme benefits 
attending the double ſalary. My father 
gives you fifty; Miſs Eglintown one 
hundred; and the ſooner you are able to 
be independent, my dear girl, the ſoon- 
er will you be loved and reſpected by 
the world: for I am ſorry to obſerve, 
that thoſe who have the greateſt claims 
for kindneſs, meet the feweſt marks of 
it—I mean, thoſe who eſſentially want 
it. 


it. 
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To convince you of my ſincere at- 


1 to you, I diſcloſe what relates 


to myſelf, as in ſome degree it in- 
volves you. In Auguſt, I become Lord 
Haleborough's property; and I will in- 
genuouſly own to you, that I think na- 
ture has rendered you dangerous, by a 


thouſand amiable attractions, for a young 


married woman, whoſe huſband is bred 
up in the faſhionable libertiniſm of the 


times, to aſk you to live with her. 
Good God, Louiſa ! ſure I have ſaid no- 
thing to imply a want of confidence in 
you !—Why that tear? 

« I do not humble myſelf ſo far as 
to have one idea of the kind—far from 
it, I am interefted in a double ſenſe 


upon this oecaſion— for your happineſs, 
I 2 and 


'130 
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-and for my own fate. And Miſs Mon- 
tague aſks, why my tears flow? If mar- 
-riage deprives me of your protection, 
have I not cauſe ?” 


- © But though it muſt of neceſſity, 


my dear Louiſa, ſeparate us, it will not 


leſſen our friendſhip, or the extreme 


deſire I ſhall always have to render you 


ſervices. 
Lord Bellhammond is a character diſ. 


Let me remind you, that 


tinguiſned as a moral man: in every 


point of view, his houſe, with his niece 
to preſide at the head of his table, 


would be an unexceptionable aſylum for 


any body. His wife is living; but from 


her unfortunate temper, which rendered 
him and herſelf wretched, they found 
the neceſſity of being amicable on one 
| ſubject 
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ſubject at leaſt: they united in the wiſh 
to divide; and ſhe lives wholly at 
Twickenham, irreproachable in every 
reſpe&t but temper. And, God knows, 
there cannot be a greater reproach to a 


creature ſtiled rational! You know, I. 
am a ſtranger to the difference that gave 


birth to your diſlike of Lord Bellham- 


mond; 1 therefore reaſon in the dark: 
but allow me to ſay, that the ſooner 
theſe memorials are wiped from the 


mind, the better. Let us poſtpone our 


anſver for a few days, till you have 


revolved. the benefits ariſing from this 
diſintereſted offer of Mis Eglistoun S in 
your mind. " | 
e Ah, Madam! was it indeed Mifs 


Eglintown s offer, I ſhould ſurely em- 
I 3 brace 
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T82 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
brace it, when fate, peculiarly kind to 
Lord Haleborough, made-you his wife. 
To be longer myſterious with you, 
would be wrong ; but moſt earneſtly do 
E entreat vou, Madam, to retain in your 
own breaſt the reaſons which would 
make me prefer indigence to the moſt 
ſplendid eftabliſhment my lord could 
give me. I wiſh not to injure him in 
the opinion of his friends; and ſuch, T 
ſce, you all are: and as I am convinced 
my arguments will be concluſive with 
you, and reverſe your favourable ſenti- 
ments of Lord Bellhammond, I exact a 
ſolemn promiſe, that you do not com- 
| municate them to any individual what- 
ever, without my permiſſion,” — 
| ; „ Upon 
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« Upon my honour, Loviſa, I will 
not—Reſt ſecure, I will not.” | 
« However mortifying it may be to 
make a confeſſion of the humiliation my 
mind has experienced, I will haſten to 
give you the clue to my hatred and de- 
teſtation of this moral man. He found 
me lodged with a woman whoſe neceſ- 
ties, he hoped, might be ſufficiently 
urgent to tempt her to place the child 
ſhe had been entruſted with by a fond 
and doating parent into his iniquitous 
hands. For two years paſt he has made 
every ſhameleſs and artful attempt to 
corrupt her 1 integrity; which, thank God! 
was impenetrable. From his firlt infa- 


mous overtures to ſerve me, by placing 


me out as companion to an old lady of 
14 faſhion,, 
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faſhion, to the preſent inſtant, I have 
never willingly ſtaid in the room where 
this wicked wretch has had a ſeat. Mrs, 
Goodricke has always received him with 
coolneſs ; but to offend him ſhe dread- 
ed, for ſhe is his tenant. At length, he 
has had recourſe to letters; and with 
indignation J relate, that they contained 
propoſals to induce me to live with 
him. Gueſs, then, whether I abhor 
him!“ | | 

« You have aſtoniſhed me, Louiſa! 
Can this be poſſible! I proteſt to you, 
it requires all my faith to credit you.— 
I thought him a ſaint!” 

« And well, Madam, you might 
for I liſtened to his converſation with 
you ſome mornings ago, which he had 

adapted 
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adapted to your turn of mind i in ſo per- 
fect a manner, that my heart called him 
deteſtable hypocrite, I have this day 
received a letter from Mrs. Goodricke, 
who tells me he has again been tamper- 
ing with her; and aſſuring her, that the 


reaſon he ſtill was anxious to have any 


thing to ſay to me was, the particular 
partiality Miſs Eglintown had con- 
ceived for me, and the deſire ſne had 
to have me her friend: that, for his 
own part, he ſhould not have tried to 


| ſerve his dear niece upon this occaſion, 


unleſs he had been going abroad for two 

years. | 
« At firſt, the poor woman believed 
him; but, upon enquiry, ſhe found his 
new office 1 in the royal houſhold obliged 
EE " him 
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186 LOUISA MATHEWS. 

him to reſidence. As to Miſs Eglin- 
town, though ſhe is his ſiſter's child, 
he has never taken any notice of her 
whatever till now; when he truſts, that 
his apparent kindneſs to her may facili- 
tate his deſigns upon me. 

When I entreated my father to let 
me continue with my old friend, who 


has been quite a parent to me, ſhe ac- 


quainted my father with ſome light in- 
timation of Lord Bellharrimond's viſits; 
and her fears, that he was a worthleſs 
man, To this communication was 
owing my father's marked contempt of 
him at your ball; and my inexplicable 
condut—as he termed it—when he 
proffered the living of Fair Lawn,” 
« The myſtery is perfectiy unravelled 
now, 


eds 
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now, my dear. You have, indeed, made 


me a convert to your opinion, I am 
ſhocked at his baſeneſs ! and fear I ſhall 
betray my being acquainted with his 
arts; though I will ſtudy, in compliance 
with my promiſed ſecreſy, not to ſhew 
my contempt of him. Should he per- 
ſecute you by any farther purſuit, threaten 
the hypocritical wretch to acquaint my 


father inſtantly ; for, as you are under 


our protection, the inſult is to vs as welb 


as to you. Though I am about to- 
change my home, Louiſa, my ſiſters are 
not; and even if they did, by a like 


revolution in their fates and fortunes, 


my father's protection, I am ſure, is 


perfectly unexceptionable.” 
«© Moſt truly ſo, moſt reſpectable! 
1 6 His. 
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His kindneſs to me, in a thouſand little 
things, demand and receive my gra- 
titude. He is the proper father of ſuch 
a daughter as Miſs Montague. The 
higheſt praiſe I can give him 

« Ah! you flatterer But you ſay 
nothing of another nn not very * 
agreeable, in my opinion.“ 

« It is for fear you ſhould think me 
a flatterer, that I was filent ; but, ſince 
you mark it, I will ſpeak my mind 
freely. He is the moſt pleaſing man J 
have yet ſeen here. I found out his 
propenſities on the firſt evening I ſaw 
him.” 7-1 

« Did you, in truth, now ?—Do you 
think he likes me? - Why did not you 
tell me ſo?— This is charming, if you 


* 


really 
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really diſcovered it! for I am ſometimes 
uneaſy.” _ e | 

« Could I take the liberty of in- 
forming Miſs Montague at ſuch a time ? 
Had I been ſo bold, I might alſo have 
told her, that I perceived his lordſhip's 
attentions were not very unpleaſant to 
her.” = 

I hope that idea is in conſequence 
of my previous confeſſion ; for ſome- 
body ſays—“ That love refines a man's 
behaviour, but renders a woman ridi- 
culous.“ 6x 

« Pray, don't make yourſelf uneaſy 
on that ſubject. Lord Haleborough's 
aſſiduities were of a nature to be ſmil- 
ingly received, or frowningly rejected. 
Had they. been troubleſome, you had 
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190 LOUTSA MATHEWS. 
opportunity for marking that they were 
fo. In theſe caſes, there is no. neutra- 
lity, I think.” 

« As Willian ſays to Charlotte, 
% you are very knowing, my dear! 
But how ſhall we manage about this 
hypocrite Peer? Shall I ſay to Lady 
Berkland, that you prefer your preſent 
fituation? There is no apology neceſſary 


for declining the offer; and, as to the 


part /h takes in your intereſt, you have 


had the experience of eighteen years. 


Though I have candidly given you my 
reaſons for not continuing you with me 
when I marry, though I am not of a 
jealous nature, yet I ſhould think I 
led my huſband's heart into the way 


of temptation ; and, as that is my real 


perſuaſion, 
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perſuaſion, I ſhould do wrong to let 
aby circumſtance prevail upon me to 
run ſo immenſe a riſque. But, be- 
lieve me, my dear Louiſa, ſhould any 
thing ariſe in this houſe, after my leav- 
ing it, diſagreeable to you, I ſhall con- 
ſider you as chargeable on my purſe 
till your father's return, I will de- 
liver you ſafe into his hands; for I ſee 
what reaſon he has for valuing the de- 

poſit he made in mine.” 
A loud rap at the houſe-door carried 
the ladies inſtantly into the tea · room. 


c HAP. 
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Bi CHAP. XXII: 


HE viſitors, whom this formida- 


ble knock had announced, were 


Lady Eleanor Palmington, Miſs Eglin- 


town, Lords Bellhammond and Hale- 
borough, who were come with the ex- 
preſs intention of carrying off all the 
Montague family to Ranelagh, as the 


evening was uncommonly fine; and the 


fire-works, which were prevented by 


rain on the king's birth-night, were to 
be exhibited at eleven o'clock. To this 
propoſal the parties moſt readily acced- 
ed, and paſſed the two intermediate 


hours in muſic and converſation. As 


there were five of Mr, Montague's fa- 
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mily, Miſs Eglintown propoſed that 
Louiſa, whom ſhe ſeemed to have con- 
ceived the greateſt partiality for, ſhould 


go in her uncle's carriage; which, 


through the aid of Miſs Montague, was 


reſiſted, without it's carrying the ap- 
pearance of particular deſign to any 
perſon but the noble Peer, who well 
underſtood zwhy any oppoſition was made. 


It was at length ſettled, that Mr. Mon- 
tague ſhould eſcort Lady Eleanor, Miſs. 


Eglintown, Lucy, and Miſs Mathews; 


and accordingly they entered their car- 
riages in this order, and found their 


party conſiderably encreaſed by a ſet 


Lady Eleanor had previouſly informed 


of her intentions. The great fortune 
this lady poſſeſſed, operated ſtill more 


powerfully 
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powerfully than her perſonal attractions 
in making theſe intimations attended to. 
She was addreſſed by the beſt part of 
the faſhionable men in town; but, with- 
out ſhewing any decided partiality for 
one, ſhe continued to flirt with all. 
It was nevertheleſs a received opinion, 
that George Montague was deſtined for 
the valuable prize, as his father was 
guardian to the lady; and the frequent 
intercourſe and friendly familiarity 
which ſubſiſted between them, corrobo- 
rated the'general opinion. In truth, the 
lady's affections did lean towards this 
" amiable man, who had been bred up 


with an idea that they were defigned for 


each other: but, as this event always 
appeared at a diſtance, he had ſcarcely 


ever 


tio 
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| ever beſtowed one ſerious thought upon 


the ſubject; which, if it demonſtrates 
the abſence of love, demonſtrates alſo 
the abſence of hate. | | 
George was now a few months turned 
of twenty-one, Lady Eleanor twenty- 
two; and, though the advantage of 


years was on the wrong ſide, yet gold, 
like love, levelled the diſtinction. 


Miſs Mathews had heard, on the ball ; 


night, that things were in this train: 
which made her ſeriouſly determine to 
baniſh thoſe ſentences from her recollec- 
tion which George, with an uncommon 
degree of pathos, had poured into her 
ear. She thought his conduct moſt in- 
humanly ungenerous, to endeavour to 

5 awaken 


= LOUISA MATHEWS: f 
awaken her regard for him, when he 
was deſtined to be united to another; 
and, with the additional reflection upon 
her own humble condition, ſhe effect- 
ed that deſirable conqueſt over the mind, 
to drive the obtruding idea from thence 
the inſtant ſhe was conſcious it had taken 
Poſſeſſion. 5 
With what unremitting diligence did 
ſhe try to awaken this conſciouſneſs! 
for here lay the difficulty. In the midſt 


of the preſent gaieties, ſhe gave a looſe 
to reflection; and, with particular ſcru- 


tiny, examined and attended to what- 
ever came from the lips of Lady Eleanor. 
Every one of the party ſeemed ſo hap- 
pily engaged, that they had little leiſure 
to attend to her; Lord Bellhammond 


excepted, 


„ 
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excepted, who addreſſed her with an 


entreaty to forego, for one ſingle five 
minutes, her haughty indifference, or | 
rather ſcorn, and to hear an explanation 


of his conduct. 


Had your lordſhip ſaid an expia- 


lion even, I ſhould have excuſed my- 


ſelf,” replied ſhe, with diſdain; and 


tried to join Eliza: but ſhe was prevent- 


ed by him“ You muſt poſitively 


hear me, Madam; it is a debt due to 
common juſtice.“ 


«© The debt, my lord, due to com- 
mon juftice, would lead me to lay open 
your conduct to Mr. Montague. I have 
heard from Mrs. Goodricke—Torment 


me not, and I will conceal the paſt !— 
But, if I am perſecuted with ſolicita- 
tions 
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tions of any kind, even to become the 
friend and companion of your nice, I 
will enable Mr. Montague to judge of 
you fairly. 

* Pretty ſevere, my lovely tyrant— 
If the ſincereſt, moſt ardent attachment, 
heightened by the inſuperable obſtacle 
to an holy union at preſent, but ſanc- 
tioned by my moſt ſolemn intentions to 
marry you, whenever that obſtacle is 
done away, can plead in your boſom for 
pardon and forgiveneſs to an offending 
and adoring lover—” | 

« My lord, mortification at being 
the object of your inſulting addreſs, 
muſt withold my tongue. Compulſion, 
not inclination, has compelled me to 
hear you. Was you at liberty to marry 

| 3 
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me—a horror 1 hate even to ima- 
gine I would reje& you, though in- 
digence and miſery ſtared me in the 
face My lord, you have your an- 
ſwer.“ 

« Miſs Mathews, I will ſettle upon 
you eight hundred a year for your life; 
if that is too little, name your own terms. 
I give you carte blanche.” 

ce J ſhall deſpiſe myſelf, my lord, if I 
can make any farther reply to you, faid 
Louiſa, as they ſat down to tea. He had 
grace to quit her ſide, and take, next to 
the Marquis of Pearcefield, the oppoſite 
ſeat; while Sir George Berkland was 
again in the place of danger for ſuch it 
truly was to be in the ſociety of Miſs 

Mathews. 
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Mathews, Her converſation had ſuch 
charms for a man of his ſentimental caſt, 
that it was vain to contend with the paſ- 
ſion he had already conceived. All his 
reſolutions to avoid her were now relin- 
quiſned; and being independant, and 
in poſſeſſion of five-and-twenty hundred 
a year, he determined to purſue the 
path moſt likely to conduct him to 
- happineſs. He ſuffered not a thought 
of his mother's diſapprobation to 
blight the bloſſoms of hope which 
now flouriſhed in his boſom; but 
reſolved next day to wait on Miſs 
Montague, as the particular friend 
of Loviſa, and explain his intentions: 
truſting that, as ſhe had been ſo 
ſhortly . in town, ſhe had no prior 
at- 
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attachment to bias her miad; and, be- 
lieving that his propoſals might be at- 


tended to, he indulged the extatic hope 
of calling her ſoon by his name. 
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202 LOUISA- MATHEWS. 


c HAP. XXIV. 


RHE delirium he was in was too 
viſible to the penetrating eyes of 

Lord Bellhammond to eſcape detection. 
The noble lord now imagined, that the 
rigid auſterity of Louiſa was owing to a 
rooted attachment to a rival—not to a 
keen abhorrence of vice—and his whole 
ſoul was now engrofſed by the perſua- 
ſion that, to deſtroy the mutual regard 
they appeared through the medium of 
jealouſy to have for each other, was 
to effect his own purpoſe by diſpoſing 
Loviſa to liſten to what he conceived 


to be moſt advantageous offers. No 
ſooner was this diabolical project plan- 


ned, 
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ned, than he ſet about the performance 
of the taſk, by telling Lady Berkland 
Louiſa was throwing out all her lures 
to entrap the young baronet; profeſ- 
ſing, that he could have no intereſt in 
diſcloſing the danger Sir George was 
in, and. therefore ſhe muſt make her 
own uſe of his friendly intimation. 
Violence and vulgarity are often united; 
and, in the preſent caſe, they were pecu- 
liarly fo. Her ladyſhip could not con- 
tain herſelf ſufficiently to make her own 
obſervations, er ſuppreſs her inſtanta- 
| neous reſentment of her ſon's mean- 
neſs, and Louiſa's preſumption. She 
took hold of Sir George's arm; and, 
in a tremulous voice, proteſted ſhe could 
endure his conduct no longer with pa- 


K 2 tience: 
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tience: to be civil to Miſs Montague's 
companion, was one thing; but, to dan- 
gle at her elbow the whole night, was 
quite another“ Of all things in the 
world, avoid low company!” ſaid ſhe, 
« Louiſa knows no better, or ſhe would 
not let you bemean yourſelf A perſon 
of your rank and faſhion, Sir George 
Louiſa was abſolutely confounded, 
She burſt into tears; yet tried to con- 
troul them, leſt they ſhould occaſion a 
keen reply from Sir George to his mo- 
ther: but he felt ſo aſhamed of Lady 
Berkland's extraordinary addreſs to him- 
ſelf, as well as Miſs Mathews, that he 
had little power to make a reply. He 
made his mother a moſt profound bow, 


and directly quitted Ranelagh. 


The 
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The Marquis remarked to Lucy, that 
Miſs Mathews was certainly weeping; 
her voice had betrayed her. | Lucy im- 
mediately offered the lovely girl her | 
arm; and, in an affectionate manner, 
inſiſted upon returning home with her 
directly, if ſhe was not well. She 
thanked her for her kindneſs; and re- 
lated the extraordinary adventure above- 
mentioned. | | 
« Don't mind the old cat,“ faid 
Lucy; « ſhe hates every thing young 
or pretty: ſo, I pray you, be flattered by 
her hatred, as I am. I'll guard you 
againſt her vulgarity for the night.— 
Lord Bellhammond, lend Louila your 
arm, and bid the -old cat defiance.— 
Take it, my dear—don't be a prude!” 
K 3 Extremely 
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206 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
Extremely embarraſſed at this propo- 


fition, but ſtill more ſo at the confidence 
of Lord Bellhammond, who directly 


offered his arm, Louiſa excuſed her- 


ſelf; ſaying—“ I will not give her 
malignant ſpirit food for ſlander, by 


walking arm in arm with any body. 


Allow me to keep with you, and I ſhall 
be ſafe.” But the Marquis added 
« Tt ſhall be my province, Miſs Ma- 
thews, to guard you from her warlike 


attacks on one ſide, while your amiable 


friend retains her preſent poſt.” In this 
manner did ſhe paſs a more comfortable 
hour than ſhe had hitherto done; and, 
at it's expiration, they returned home, 


to the no ſmall joy of Louiſa. 
Wen in the carriage, which now 


cantained 


a ww. rk we tn of AS O& tm AX tai > wa A 
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contained only Mr. Montague's family, 
Louiſa related, at Lucy's requeſt, the 
whole converſation which paſſed at 
Ranelagh; and added that, upon her 
word and honour, Sir George Berk- 
land's diſcourſe had principally been 
about the charms of a country life, 
Goldſmith's Vicar of Wakefield, and 
the influence of example: that ſhe did 
not recolle& even one ſpeech of com- 
pliment to awaken Lady Betkland's 
fears for either party. Heaven knows,“ 
faid ſhe, © his virago mother would 
operate as an antidote to any affectioh 
my heart could conceive for her ſon, 
notwithſtanding I think him uncom- 
monly pleaſing.” 
Mr. Montague was much vexed at 
14 | the 
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the rudeneſs offered to Miſs Mathews 
by Lady Berkland ; and declared, that 
he would reſent it as it deſerved. My 


near relation,” faid he, took it in his 
head, Louiſa, to marry the daughter of 
his laundreſs, which is this great lady's 


origin, and accounts for her infufferable 


pride. We leave town ſo ſoon, that I 
have little leiſure to mark my diſap- 
probation as ftrongly as I really feel 
it. But be fecure : I will humble her 
_. | 

Louiſa aſſured him, ſhe did not ſet 
her heart on revenge, It was a maxim 
with her to write injuries in ſand, and 
to grave kindneſſes on marble, © You, 
my dear Sir, will make me an excel- 


lent 


le 
de 


E. 
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tent graver in time,” ſaid ſhe, as ſhe 
departed for the night to her own 
chamber, 
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240 LOUISA MATHEWS. | 
CHAP. XXV. 


THE morning was productive of 
much pleaſure to all parties, who 
were gratified in ſeeing ſeveral letters on 


the breakfaſt-table from different corre- 


ſpondents; who were, nevertheleſs, 
neglected, till two packets from the 


Montagues, and Mr, Mathews, had been 


read over twice. The travellers. gave 
the beſt account of themſelves, with a 
particular deſcription of all they had 
ſeen worthy of obſervation; and bid the 
family expect, that the next letters 
would be dated from Geneva. The 
Engliſh ambaſſador at Paris had made 


their reſidence there, for the few days, 


extremely 


Bb . twin — „ 
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extremely agreeable; and promoted their 
admiſſion into ſeveral places, difficult of 
acceſs without his intervention. 

Louiſa had, alſo, one from her father; 
expreflive of all his tenderneſs for her; 
and conjuring her, during the whole 
term of his long abſence, to remember 
her promiſe of relating every circums 
ſtance which affected her. For ex- 
ample,. he would tell her of a trifle. 
which ſhe knew he would at any other 
time have concealed, leſt it ſhould have 
cauſed her uneaſineſs; but now it would 


convince her, how ftriftly he meant to 
adhere to his promiſe ona ide. He 
had ſlipt ſome length down the ſhip's 
ſide into the boat, which had ſprained 
his n but that the care of his 

"6 excellent 


10 
y 
p 
7 N 
A 
1 
14 
U 
f 
LES 
£4 
. 


212 LOUISA MATHEWS, 
excellent- young friends, and preſcrip- 
tion of Mr. George Montague's, ap- 
plied with his own hand, had almoſt 
perfectly reſtored him to eaſe. 

If Loviſa's diſtreſs at the accident 


required relief, ſhe inſtantaneouſly re- 


ceived it by learning that George had 
been particularly kind to her father, 
The unuſual glow the latter informa- 


tion occaſioned, and her liquid eye, 


created Eliza's concern for her; which, 
however, ſhe already knew the cauſe of, 
as George, in his letter to his ſiſter, 
had related the event, and condemned 
Mathews for refuſing to be bled at the 


time. But this information concluded 


with ſaying He is now very well again.” 
A kind of involuntary miſtruſt on 
Louiſa's 


Ve 


Cl 
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Louiſa's face procured her a ſight of 
the letter, which was exactly as Miſs 


Montague related it; and, attached .to 
this article, ſhe read P. S. Make his 
charming daughter quite eaſy; for I will 
look after her father myſelf.” The new 
bluſhes, which aroſe at this article, diſ- 
perſed, for a while, that ftoic indiffe- 
rence ſhe endeavoured to obtain. But the 
cauſe of this tranſition in her counte- 
nance was differently interpreted by her 
friends, who placed them only to her 
father's account. a 
While they were yet at the table, 
Lady Berkland entered the room with 
very little ceremony; and, juſt barely 
curtſeying to the Montagues, addreſſed 
Miſs Mathews with a requeſt, that ſhe 
would 
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4174 LOUISA MATHEWS. 
would inform her whete her ſon Sit 


George was. 
© Good God, Madam! * faid the 


aftoniſhed Louiſa, % how fhould : 


know?“ 
No prevarication, child! your fnares 


are diſcovered; and I inſiſt upon it 


thas you inſtantly inform me of his 
rendezvous. -A pretty thing, indeed, 


to create 4 quarrel between me and my 
ſon!“ 
Lady Berkland! Lady Berkland!” 


ſaid Mr. Montague, I am ſurprized 


at your ladyſhip's conduct! Miſs Ma- 


and ſhall not be inſulted in my houſe, 
Have a care how you provoke my re- 
fentment! The idea originated in your 

| own 


thews, Madam, is under my proteCtion, 
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own whirligig brain, Madam. Sir George 
was only commonly polite to Louiſa 
and you conjured up a phantom to di- 
ftreſs both him and Louiſa, by ſuppoſe 
ing ſhe has a deſign to enſnare him.“ 

ce To ſeduce him from his duty, Sir, 
I have the beſt information, is her plan. 
I forbid you, Miſs Mathews, to preſume 
to exchange a ſentence with Sir George 
Berkland.—A man of his rank and 

Fabien 1 

Mr. Montague furiouſly pulled the 
bell. Order Lady Berkland's car- 
riage inſtantly !” ſaid he to the ſervant, 
« Madam, when you know how to be- 
have in a manner becoming the widow 
of my relation, you ſhall ain have ad- 
mittance here“. 5 
| Louiſa 
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Louiſa was like to ſink off her chair. 
The three girls were little leſs frighten- 
ed. © Hear me, Lady Berkland!” ſaid 


ſhe. © I proteſt, Sir George has never 
made any advances to me.“ 
% I know that, minx Do you think 


a man of his rank and faſhion could have 


ſerious thoughts of an upſtart depen- 
dant ?”? 

Mr. Montague again rang the bell. 
% Out of my houſe inſtantly, Madam! 
You compel me to uſe you thus! I re- 
gard Louiſa too well to let her connect 
herſelf with even the worthy ſon of a 
fury!“ | 
« A fury, Sir!“ | 

Not another word, Lady Berkland. 
There is the door And he led her to 


; 
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it; while ſhe, choaking with rage, pro- 
teſted Louiſa ſhould be compelled, 
upon oath, to declare where her ſon 
was hid. | 
Any ſpirits in the world would have 


ſunk under ſuch an unexpected attack. 


Not all the fun and good-humour, blend 


ed with concern of her friends, could 
raiſe Louiſa from a dejection through- 
out the remainder of the day. The 


Montagues concluded the old lady was 


deranged; for they were ignorant of Lord 
Bellhammond's ſecret information, as he 


had inſiſted upon it his name ſhould 
not be mentioned, Nothing farther was 
heard of Sir George, or his mother, till 
the following evening; when the baronet 


made his appearance in Cavendiſh Square, 


to 


— 
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to make his apologies for his mother's 
moſt extraordinary conduct, © I am 
too much hurt,” ſaid he, © to ſee her, 
Mr. Montague, I have never been at 
home ſince the Ranelagh night. Per- 
haps I was too precipitate in quitting 
the rotunda as I did; but 1 know no- 
thing but flight ſecures my mother from 
expoſing her violent temper,” 

« Had you given her cauſe for ſu- 
ſpicion, Sir George,” ſaid Eliza, * it 
had not been ſo wonderful.” 

© In my words, Madam, I eertainly 
did not. Difficult as it is to ſuppreſs 
_ admiration at whatever falls from the 
lips of Miſs Mathews, I till witheld it: 
though, previous to Lady Betkland's 
charge, I had determined to endeavour 

to 
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to render myſelf agreeableto your charm- 
ing friend; and to ſeek your approba» 
tion, Mr, Montague, of my viſits. I 
then meant to apply privately to you, 
Sir, for your intereſt with the moſt ami- 
able of her ſex; but I now expreſs my- 
ſelf, without hefitation, before your whole 
family.” 

J begin, Sir George, to think you 
are crazy as well as your mother,” ſaid 
Montague, © Why, you are a ſtrange 
man, to take a girl without fortune 
Speak for yourſelf, my girl! You are 
the beſt judge whether Sir George's offers 
proceed from love, or ſpite.— Don't 
think of the harradan !” 

«© Mr, Montague—Sir—" ſaid Sir 
George. : 

ww Mr. 
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Mr. Montague inſtantly apologized 


“ Upon my life, Sir George, I aſk your 
pardon ſincerely. I had forgot myſelf— 
be aſſured that I did not mean to uſe ſo 

ſtrong an expreſſion.” | | 
«« It is enough,“ he replied. © Am 
I permitted to call at Richmond? 1 

requeſt your ſanction, dear Sir.” 
ee It is granted, Sir George. My 
daughters will be happy to ſee you, when- 
ever you have inclination to ride. And 
my girl, Louifa, what ſay you? You 
are one of the family, child. You 
ſhould expreſs a welcome to my friends.” 
«« The ſame friendly welcome that the 
Miſs Montagues expreſs to Sir George, 
I hall feel—more is out of my power. 
This 


1. 


t. 
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This is not caſually ſaid, but deſigned- 
ly. I will explain myſelf farther to Sir 
George, when I have ſpirits for the pur- 
poſe. I ſhould be unworthy the par- 
tiality he honours me with, could I be 
ambiguous, or ſuffer him to imagine I 
was undetermined on a point on which 
I am quite decided. Pardon me, my 
good friends, and let us change the 
ſubject.“ 

Sir George inſtantly did ſo, by en- 
quiring whether ſhe had yet heard from 
her father, and where he was at the 
time his letter was dated. Mr. Mon- 
tague aſked him to ſupper; and the even- 
ing paſſed over their heads with gaiety 
and good-humour. Sir George attended 
to Eliza's particular entreaty, to wait on 

his 
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his mother next day; which, being 
urged alſo by Loviſa, the enamoured, 
doating lover, promiſed to acquieſce 
with, 
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CHAP. XXV I. 


OM E days after their being at Rich- 
mond, a penitential letter arrived 
from Lady Berkland, to entreat for- 
giveneſs for her haſty reſentment of her 
ſon's conduct; and to acknowledge that, 
upon due conſideration, her fears con- 
cerning Sir George's attachment to Ma- 
thews's girl were unfounded. That 
ſhe was heartily aſnamed of her paſſion 
in Cavendiſh Square; and, to prove that 
ſhe was ſo, ſhe wiſhed to be permitted 
to. converſe for five minutes with Mr. 
Montague, when. ſhe had: propoſals to 
make, about her godchild Louiſa, of a 

moſt advantageous nature. 

Mr, 
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Mr, Montague was now convinced, 
that Sir George's rhetoric had won over 
the mother to his wiſhes; and, believ- 
ing that Louiſa's anſwer to Sir George 
would be reverſed in conſequence of 
Lady Berkland's approbation, he ſub- 


mitted to the interview, which he would 
not have done but to ſerve Louiſa, who 


was thoroughly convinced, that ſome 


new ſcheme of Lord Bellhammond's 
induced the mother of Sir George to 
volunteer this viſit. Eliza, who was 
well acquainted with this nobleman's 


deſigns, was of the fame opinion; while 


the reſt of the family, who were igno- 


rant of this moral man's purſuits, were 


decidedly of one perſuaſion upon the 
ſub- 
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fabje&, that Lady Berkland had enter- 
ed into her ſon's views. 

Three days, however, elapſed, when 
her ladyſhip was enabled to meet Mr, 
Montague at his town houſe; and, 
*convince him his conjectures were 
wrong, ſhe brought the ſubject of 
Miſs Eglintown's partiality for Louiſa 

immediately upon the tapis, and ex- 
| plained the nature of Lord Bellham- 
 mond's unexceptionable offer; which Mr. 
Montague had ſcarcely patience to liſten 
to, as he felt extremely angry with him 
for employing any agent, when he was 
upon the moſt intimate footing imagin- 
able with the family. In the ſecond 
place, he thought it a mean action, to 
try to entice his daughter's companion 

Vol. I. L with 


226 LOUISA MATHEWS. | 
with an augmented ſalary, which he did 
not know Louiſa would withſtand, He 
felt in an aukward ſituation: as, while he 
witheld her from accepting this ſtipend, 
her father migbt think he acted in an 
intereſted manner; or, by allowing her 
to follow this advantageous increaſe 
of income, Mr. Mathews might think 
he repented of his promiſe to take care 
of her. He let Lady Berkland know 
his mind in a rougher manner than was 
uſual with him, for he had conceived 
a diſguſt at her conduct; and the diſ- 
appointment he received, in finding ſhe 
had not given her permiffion to Sir 
George, had ſoured his temper; we 
will own, rather unjuſtly, as ſhe was ig- 


norant 
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norant of her ſon's determination to ad- 


dreſs Louiſa. Her ladyſhip's penitential 
letter acknowledged ſhe had reverſed 
her former | opinion relative to- Sir 
George's affections. Mr, Montague re- 
queſted her not to interfere at all in the 
diſpofal of Miſs Mathews, or take any 
trouble about her: Louiſa was a match 
for any man in the kingdom, ,notwithy 
ſtanding pecuniary wants. Lady Berk- 
land knew that ſhe was, and was ſhe not? 


the remark came from her ladyſhip with 


a very ill grace. He ſhould uſe no 
ceremony with her, as ſhe had forgot 
all that was due to him; and therefore 
he ſhould own, that if the young baronet 
liked Louiſa, he ſhould think him a very 

L 2 fortunate 
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fortunate man to have her permiſſion to 
give her his name. 

Lady Berkland was in a pretty good 
fidger at firft; but this finiſhing ſen- 
tence quite overſet her. She told 
Mr. Montague, ſhe never wiſhed to 
have any thing more to fay to him; 
her being a friend, or an enemy, to 
Louiſa, depended upon her future con- 
duct. | 

% You ſhall poſitively, Madam, have 
nothing to do with Miſs Mathews,” ſaid 
Montague; © your enmity, or your 
friendſhip, are alike contemptible. You 
drive me out of my wits— When, 
walking into a ſecond room, he faſtened 
the door that ſhe could not follow him, 
and left her to vent her paſſion alone, 

She 
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She rang the bell, and deſcended the 
ſtairs; ſaying, loud enough for Mr. 
Montague to hear— I ſhall not viſit 
this houſe again in a hurry,” 


— — — —— ſ́— Y 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


HE viſits of Sir George Berkland, 

and Abercrombie, his friend, were 
often renewed during the four months 
Mr. Montague's family continued at 
Richmond; in which time, Eliza be- 
came the wife of Lord Haleborough, 
who had, from his firſt admiſſion to her 
| acquaintance, reſolved on reforming a 
life of the moſt extravagant diſſipation. 
His family was ancient, his fortune 
ſplendid, and his honour unimpeached. 
Had he been born without title or eſtate, 
he 
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he had probably graced whatever pro- 
feſſion he had choſen; for his parts 
. were uncommonly good: but, owing 
to the fond and fogliſh indulgence of a 
| -mother, who believed rank and income 
were the only neceſſary appendages to 
her ſoo, ſhe neglected every part of his 
education; dancing, fencing, and French, 
excepted. But his natural turn led him 
to improve that little ſhe had given in 
the learned languages, by ſtudy and 
great application, till he Was twenty; 
.when, fall ing into the hands of needy 
men of faſhion, they induced him to 
.xaiſe money to the amount of ſeveral 
thouſands, at an exorbitant intereſt, 1 
The beſt part of is he legt to lis ſe | 
| qucing 
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ducing acquaintances; the remainder he 
Joſt at the gaming-table, to which he 
became ſeriouſly addicted : but a draft 
being made from the regiment of guards 
to which he belonged during the Ame- 
rican war, preſerved him from danger 
at home. While at New York, his 
Mother died, and bequeathed the beſt part 
of her perſonal property, which was great, 
to her other ſon, who had kindly in- 
formed her of Lord Haleborough's con- 
duct; but his uncle, Colonel Hale, who 


knew of his meanneſs, in weaning his 


mother's affections from her eldeſt ſon, 
from motives of an intereſted nature, 


altered his will—which conveyed every 
thing to young Hale - in favour of Lord 
Hale- 
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Haleborough, whom he had wronged. 
By this treachery, he loſt near four thou- 
ſand a year, which loſs he moſt richly 

merit... fog | 
At Lord Haleborough's return to his 
native country, which was: at the time 
of the peace, he went to Bath; where 
he met the Montague family, and be- 
came attached to the amiable and ele- 
gant Eliza. It was ſo. ne time after ſhe 
had admitted his addreſſes, that ſhe 
learnt his mother had diſinherited him 
for his gaming propenſities; and, trem- 
bling at the conſequences of beingunited 
to a gameſter, who, though abundantly 
rich to-day, may be a beggar to- mor- 
row, ſhe retracted her promiſe, and gave 
her 
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her dangerous lover his final diſmiſſion. 
Love had taken too deep a root. in his 
heart to make any ſacrifice regretted 
which could obtain it's object. He took 
an oath never to bett or play for above 
ten guineas; and, as he had relinquiſh» 
ed the purſuit on his going abroad, ſhe 
truſted, that his former attachment to 
a gaming-table was more owing to the 
prevalence of great example, than to an 
innate love of play. His principles were 
good, and his-notions of honour refined. 
Miſs Montague believed, that,even-were 
his follies-more rooted than they appear- 
ed to be, ſhe ſhould ſucceed in convert- 
ing him the moſt dangerous perſua- 
fon a-woman can-cheriſh, but one moſt 
generally 
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generally adopted by the ſex, in ſpite 
of a thouſand examples to the con- 
trary. 
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